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JOIN THE SPRING 
HIT PARADE! 


- 


Pat 


A It's M-G-M CELEBRATION WEEK 
next week, with Leo roaring on 


reens all over Britain! And hes 
started celebrating already, with 
these must-see previews for 


exhibitors at Metro House 


THIS WEDNESDAY: “FOR THE FIRST TIME 


Mario Lanza, Zsa Zsa Gabor * Technirama, Technicolor 


Corona Production 


THIS THURSDAY: “NIGHT OF THE QUARTER 
MOC * Julie London, John Drew Barrymore, Anna 
Kashfi. Dean Jones, Agnes Moorehead, Nat King Cole 


Albert Zugsmith Production 


NEXT WEDNESDAY: “THE MATING GAME”’ 
Debbie Reynolds, Tony Randall, Paul Douglas, Fred 
Clark, Una Merkel + CinemaScope, Metrocolor 


NEXT THURSDAY: “FRONTIER RANGERS 
Keith Larsen, Buddy Ebsen, Don Burnett - Metrocolor 


KINEMATOGRAPH Weekty, 23/4/59 


The 


sensational 
Story of a 
girl who didn't 


belong... 


The RANK ORGANISATION Presents 


, MICHAEL RELPH and BASIL DEARDEN'S Production 
‘A’ 
ao in EASTMAN 
. : COLOUR 
starring 


NIGEL PATRICK YVONNE MITCHELL 
MICHAEL CRAIG PAUL MASSIE 


Also starring BERNARD MILES Original Screenplay by JANET GREEN 


Made at Pinewood Studios Executive Producer Earl St. fohn 


RANK FILM DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
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DOUBLE HIT 


Big Drop in 
Quota Films 
Registered 


THE NUMBER of British quota 
feature films registered with the Board 
of Trade fell by 20 per cent last year. 
And the number of foreign films reg- 
istered dropped by 18 per cent. 

For the year ending March 31, this 


year, 84 British quota films over 
».500 feet were registered, against 105 
the previous year. The number of 


foreign films registered was 264 com- 
pared with 324 the vear before. 

But although the number of pic- 
tures dropped, figures for the footage 
of film registered show that even 
though there was a fall in this section, 
too, the trend towards making longer 
films continued at home and abroad. 

The drop from 877,000 feet to 
705,000 feet for British quota film 
registered is a fall of 19 per cent 
against the 20 per cent difference in 
the number of pictures. 

For foreign productions, the total 
of 2,206,000 feet registered (against 
2,650,000 feet the previous year) 
represents a drop of almost 17 per 
cent. But the fall is still one per cent 
lighter than the decline in the number 
of films 

There was a rise in the number of 
British quota films over and under 
3,000 feet. There were 37 over 3,000 
feet, compared with 33 the previous 
year, and 232 under 3,000 feet com- 


pared with 229 the year before. The 


continued on page 6 


Name Change 
For Loew's? 


EXPANSION of interests since the 


split of theatre and _ production 
interests f Loew's Incorporated 
under the American anti-trust laws 
are to be investigated says Loew's 


president, Joseph Vogel. 
The company was split on March 
12 


Kine.’s New York correspondent 


cables that directors of Loew's Inc. | 


are to recommend to stockholders a 
change in the company name to 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corporation. 

For the first 38-week period of the 
current fiscal year the consolidated 
net was 749,000 dollars compared 
with the previous figure of 509,000 
dollars. 

Financial report covers combined 
operations including theatres. It att- 
ributes 951,005 dollars to theatres and 
4,798,000 dollars to the new Loew's 
Inc. 

Earnings of 1.8 dollars a share are 
given for Loew's Inc, shares and 36 
cents for theatre company shares for 
the first half of the fiscal year. 


Labour to Fight for 
Abolition Now 


AND AITC PLANS NEXT MOVE 


LABOUR will definitely seek the abolition of cinema tax in the 
So said Harold Wilson, shadow Chancellor, in 


House of Commons. 
the Commons on Tuesday. 

Mr. Wilson said * We shall 
Bill for abolition of the tax.” 

This follows news that the AITC 
continuing its fight against the tax 
is to meet on Wednesday, next week, 
to discuss its next move 

On the Commons pledge from 
Harold Wilson, Kine.’s Parliamen- 
tary correspondent Hugh Pilcher 


wr I understand that Mr. Wil- 


seek new clause in the 


Ulster Turns 
Down FIDO 


NORTHERN IRELAND CEA has 


tes 


Finance 


End of the 
Friday 
Experiment 


THE MAJOR circuits are calling 
off their two-menth experiment with 
Friday programme changes in four 


suburban towns 


Last Friday change for 11 of the 12 
theatres will be tomorrow (Friday) 
and next month the ABC, CMA and 
Granada cinemas used for the ex- 
periment will go back to the custo- 
mary Sunday or Monday change 

Results of the experiment show that 


in each of the areas—Staines, Rom- 
| ford, Hounslow and Woking—custo- 
mers comments on the change were 


almost equally divided for and against 
a Friday change of programme. No 


son's name will head the list of MPs | ES appreciable difference was noticed at 
sponsoring the proposed clause, | Téjected FIDO The decision Was | the box-offic 
which it is believed can be drafted | ‘@ken at a Belfast special meeting In view of this, the circuits have 
sO as to overcome the technical Tt move comes after months of | decided to bring the cinemas back 
d fficulties nego ons Northern Ireland first | into line with others in the areas 
Unless the Chancellor unexpec- | decided against participation in the Eleven of the 12 theatres making 
tedly accepts this proposal, back | schem Then E. J. Hinge, national | the last Friday programme change 
bench Labour MPs will carry the | president at the time, and the gen- | tomorrow will play for nine days to 
struggle on to the Bill's report stage. | er: etary, E. F. Pinkney, made a | carry it over to the next Sunday 
It is then likely that John Rankin | special visit to try to get local exhibi- The other cinema Hounslow 
will put down amendments to raise | to change their minds Granada, will play a three-day’ book 
the tax free limit on seat prices. He Members maintained that FIDO is | ing starting on Friday May 1. 
has already asked questions on this | not juipped to achieve the purpose | 
subject in the House for which it was designed 
Also on Tuesday. A. Hayman BFFA 
asked the Chancellor what represen- | — PAYS OUT 
tations he had received from the | 
cinema industry about his refusal to | AT 50 
reduce or abolish entertainments GERMAN DELEGATION p.c. 
oy “* cling cinemas outside the A DELF GATION of German | THESE. ere the lei 
iT cities 3 gove ment oMcials as representatives | ; ad b the 
Mr. Amory replied "IT have of the film industry = tens are due to | ot onnet ke vl mR 
received a number of telegrams and | come to this country on May 21 for | Distributors’ earnings 
letters most of which referred to con- | talks with the Board of Trade Filmes of 3.000 ft -# 
| cessions generally Topic for discussion: any subjects iia —_ 559 221 
Mr. Hayman: “Are you aware of mutual interest between the Films under 3.000 ft ‘ , 
continued on page 6 German and British film industries | (before multiplying 
by 24) 17,727 
Levy collections for 
| NEW OBSCENITY LAW ‘Shs: 
| 11 1959. approxi- 
WILL a mately covering 
} MBRA FILM entertainments to 
| March 28 £463,900 
GOVERNMENT amendments to! person publishes an article who distri- The fifth interim allocation for the 
the Obscene Publications Bill to be | butes, circulates, sells, lets on hire. | second year will be at the rate of 50 
debated tomorrow (Friday) make it | giv lends, or (in the case of an | per cent 
clearer than ever that the Bill applies | artic containing or embodying The first supplementary payment 
to films as well as books. ma o be looked at for a record), | for the 52 weeks ended October 18 
R. A. Butler. the Home Secretary. | Shows, plays or projects or who | 1958, has been made at the rate of 
wants to substitute the word | off for sale or for letting on | 43 per cent 
“ article’ for “ matter "—which will | hire : : 
be ruled obscene if i “ tends to de- The Bill al ay provides fines “4 . 
ave 4 “Ort ” to 1100 or prison tor up to Six months Ss U S 
os wether . for anyone who ain obscene nags mn . 4 
dis next amendment is to put in the . 5 Fess Be . 
following pharagraphs Se ee eer, Sane Russia Pact 
ge On conviction on indictment it pro- 
“In this Act, ‘article’ means any | yides an unspecified fine, imprison- THE U.S-Russia film exchange pact 
description of article, containing or | ment for not more than three years. | has run into trouble. 
embodying matter to be read or | or both Further talks are to be held due to 
looked at or both, any sound record,| This is a private member's bill, |tax proviso by the U.S Treasury 
and any film or other record of a pic- sponsored among others by Roy | demanding that 30 per cent. of in- 
ture or pictures. Jenkins, Lord Lambton and Chuter | come from films imported to America 
! “For the purposes of this Act a’ Ede. e retained for tax purposes. 
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Defence 


‘PEAKING at the annual 

dinner of the Leeds branch 
CEA, the national president, 
Douglas Richards, warned 
that the Film Industry De- 
fence Organisation would 
collapse if producers evaded 
the principles accepted by the 
trade. 

There is evidence in calls made 
upon FIDO that some pro- 
ducers have come to regard 
the fund, supported by a 
voluntary levy upon box- 
office takings, as a supplemen- 
tary source of income to that 
derived from the statutory 
production fund. 


This was never intended, nor 
would it be accepted by the 
exhibitor section of the trade. 

In establishing FIDO and the 
voluntary levy for the crea- 
tion of a fund, it was accepted 
as a basic principle by th: 
trade that the funds would be 
used to purchase the rights of 
films that have passed beyond 
the control cf the trade or in 
cases where producers wer 
hound by certain considera- 
tions to seek capitalisation of 
residual values. 

In operation, payments are 
made onty for films that are 
ten years old, in accordance 
with the date-line determined; 
and the power of boycott, 
generally agreed by the trade, 
applies to films of less than 
the age prescribed. 

In the interests of the industry, 
the major groups have 
pledged themselves to refrain 
from taxing the resources of 
the fund wherever they have 
direct control over the rights 
of a film, The producers who 
are concerned with the wel- 
fare of the business are 
observing the spirit of the 
principle. 

However, it is clear that some 
producers are attempting to 
evade what is morally right, 
according to the principles of 
the trade’s accepted scheme. 
This is to be deplored. 


errr re rte. Per 
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EXPERIMENT FAILS e METRO PROSPECTS 


HIGH e 20th-FOX 
decision of the major 
» discontinue the Lon- 
suburban experiment of 
ng programmes on a Friday is 


nol surprising 


viously gathered that the 


xperiment had not made a great 
mpact upon the public or the box- 
} 

Ihe proposal for advancing the 

g date of programmes was 

d by ABC in the belief that 

would stimulate business at the 

week-end before the contents of 
W packels had been diss pated 

ndependents were 


Vi AN 
* opposed to the notion from 
rt on the grounds that it 
d force the issue of seven-day 


And, of ABC intially 

1 an ven earlier start on the 

Thursday illow leeway for a 

nid-up of business for the slow 

3 ven if the experiment has 

j produce an incontrovertible 
nclusion, it was worth trving 

T} ndustry cannot afford not to 


nt with possible ways and 
Ns of improving business. A 


idventure is needed now 


factor in the 
idopted by 
sentation in Britain 
Ben Hur was revealed by 
Goldsmith on his return 
Morton 
Loew's Inter- 


ld the first of a series 


as mportant 


o b 
M for the | 


x itive conferences 
The film will be given the big, big 
launch it on a long-run 
n selected key situations up 
d down the country 
confined to 
ons equipped for 70-mm 
on. “It is the film that 
important, not the system,” 
1 Charles 
It words, 34-mm., presenta- 
will be acceptable to Metro for 
runs im certam situations 
wher 70-mm not 


will not be 


equipment 1s 


iS ble 


4 hae multi-million dollar spec- 
tacle dominated the Madrid 
erence. But this is not the only 

big shot in Metro's armoury 
The Voge 1dministration 
certainly revitalised Metro 
s now in 


has 
Charles 
the happy position of 
having a firm release schedule for 
the period up to September, 

And with new pictures now arriv- 
ing or due shortly he can round off 
the programme for the year 


MAKES IMPACT 


More importantly, Charles is con- 
fident that every picture has quality 
plus. He is prepared to match the 
Metro output against the best of the 
rest. We are glad to hear of it. 


[ite tremendous success of 
* Gigi” in the Oscar stakes 
has given a great fillip to advance 
bookings at the Columbia Theatre, 
Charles told me 
Since the start of the run, the 
Columbia hasn't had an empty seat. 
This is a fact which prompted Mike 
Frankovich to cable the Madrid 
conference to the effect that as 
Britain's yourgest exhibitor, he did 
not know what other exhibitors 
were worried about for he had only 
booked Metro product and never 
had an empty seat 
However, as the result of the 
Academy Awards the Columbia has 
recorded a new high for advance 
bookings 
Next Sunday marks the start of 
Metro’s Celebration Week sales 
driv The company's product will 
be shown on not less than 90 per 
of the country’s screens during 
week. If not features, shorts 
it least. Congratulations. 


PPHERE is reluctance at the 
KRS to accept Arthur 
Abeles’s resignation from the chair- 
manship of the council after such a 
short but popular tenure 

Arthur felt compelled to offer his 

signation following his appoint- 
ment as head of Warner's interests 
in Europe, as well as Great Britain 

But, the KRS is prepared to wait 
to see whether Arthur makes his 
headquarters in Paris or London. 
This will not be decided until 
Arthur has completed his five-week 
survey of the territory, and reported 
on the situation to Warner's first 
international convention to be held 
at Burbank on June 14. 

If Arthur's commitments permit 
him to continue in office the 
| will accept the fact that he 
will have to share his time between 
the Continent and Britain 


coune 


IM CARRERAS has received 
ind accepted the invitation 
from the Admiralty to take over 
the appointments in the Royal 
Naval Film Corporation formerly 
held by the late Sir Arthur Jarratt. 
Until his death, Sir Arthur served 
yn the executive committee as 
deputy chairman and Admiralty 
film industry liaison officer. He was 
also deputy chairman of the Admir- 
alty Shore Establishments Cinema 
Fund 
Jim's appointments are expected 
to be “ gazetted ” shortly. 


wu“ the BFPA is. still 
awaiting further informa- 
tion from the Board of Trade on 
the possibilities of a films exchange 
deal between Britain and Russia, 
The Rank Organisation has sent out 
its Own mission to make a first- 
hand study of prospects. 

Harry Norris and Dick Odgers, 
JAROFD’s general manager, left 
for Moscow at the week-end. 

This, undoubtedly, will be Harry 
Norris's last sortie on behalf of the 
group before he parts company 
with Rank on April 30 as an- 
nounced last week. His resigna- 
tion came as a surprise to the trade. 


A so On a business mission 

. for the group is Paul 
Bethell-Fox, JAROFD’s Overseas 
branch supervisor, making a three- 
weeks tour of Burma, India, Ceylon 
and Pakistan. 

After attending the organisation's 
1959 German sales convention held 
recently in Hamburg, Bethell-Fox 
flew from Frankfurt to Rangoon, 
and will be visiting Calcutta, 
Madras, Colombo, Bombay, Delhi, 
Lahore and Karachi, before return- 
ing to London early in May. 


WENTIETH CENTURY - 
FOX hit the public, and the 

trade, in the eve with the full-page 
advertisement in the Daily Express 
on Tuesday to celebrate the first 
anniversary of the opening in Lon- 
don of “ South Pacific” in Todd- 
AO 

I believe I am right in stating 
that the ad. makes show-business 
history Never before in my 
recollection has any company taken 
such big space in a mass-circu- 
lation national daily to make a 
splash on one production 

“ Think big, act big for success.” 
That appears to be the motto at 
Soho Square. Certainly, Jim Pat- 
tinson and Sam Eckman, repre- 
senting the Magna Corporation, 
which produced “South Pacific,” 
took a big decision in going it alone 
with this ad 


HE cost? A mere £5,000. It 
hardly would be justified for 
an ordinary picture. But “ South 
Pacific " is not an ordinary picture. 
At the London Dominion, and 
the Gaumont, Manchester, where it 
celebrates its first anniversary on 
April 28, it has attracted 14 million 
paid admissions. More than five 
million paid admissions have been 
recorded so far at the 21 cinemas 
playing the film. 

This adds up to earnings in excess 
of £750,000. And that is not the 
end of the story—yet. The Express 
ad., no doubt, will stimulate further 
interest. 

However, it added a little more 
savour to the celebration cake that 
was cut in the Dominion foyer on 
Tuesday night by Max Bygraves 
and Shirley Jones, 

As soon as Jim Pattinson 
reached his office on Tuesday he 
started receiving calls from people 
in the trade. 

The general opinion was that 
whatever the ad. does for the film 


it must do some good to the in- 
dustry. 


HERE is a further cause for 

Satisfaction in 20th-Fox 
camp. “ Compulsion ” given excel- 
lent reviews by the nationals, has 
clicked in no uncertain fashion at 
the Carlton, Haymarket, 

Following the premiere, with an 
audience largely of the top brass in 
the legal profession and MPs, the 
film had a slow start but business 
quickly built up to “The Young 
Lions " bracket. 

In fact, the take at the Carlton at 
the week-end has been exceeded 
with only one other picture since 
“The Young Lions’ and that was 
with Kenny More's “ The Sher ff of 
Fractured Jaw.” 


HE new president of the 

CEA, Douglas Richards, has 
made a good impression upon dele- 
gates by his handling of proceedings 
in general council and his intelligent 
contributions to the debates 

He has also won apprec ation for 
speeches at other CEA mectings, 
notably at last week's annual dinner 
of the Leeds branch and at the 
meeting preceding it 

The annual dinner and dance was 
less wel. supported by the exhibiting 
side of the trade than in previous 
years, which probably reflects the 
difficulties of the time. 

At the suggestion of Freddy 
Thomas of Rank FD, a telegram of 
good wshes was sent to Harry 
Adley. I am happy to report that 
Harry is making good progress con- 
valescing at his Brighton home. 


YOTHING that Dick Odgers 
heard or saw in his swift 
but thorough trip round the world 
seems to have affected his confi- 
dence in the future of films in 
general and of JAROFD in par- 
ticular. 

His tour took in the JAROFD 
branches and associates in most of 
Europe, Australasia and the Far 
Fast and there is no doubt that 
it was extremely successful. 

When I saw Dick on the day 
after his return, he was impressed 
with the implications behind some 
of the depressing stories he had 
been told about the dangers arising 
world-wide from the decreasing 
quantity of product becoming avail- 
able. 


HERE is, it appears, a gen- 
eral, pleasurable appreciation 
that the quality of films has im- 
proved, but cinema-owners every- 
where are worried about the num- 
ber of features that are available. 
At the same time he found wide 
agreement that some “ extremely 
acceptable" British product had 
been coming out of our studios 
here. 
There is, indeed, everywhere a 
growing acceptability for the better 
class of British film. 


N most of the countries he 
visited, television, it is true, 

has not become the dangerous rival 
that it is in this country. In Aus- 
tralia, for instance, which is in 


many ways a microcosm of the 
United Kingdom, TV presents no 
problems to the first-run houses, 
but is a more serious competitor 
in the suburbs and outlying dis- 
tricts. 

It might be a greater problem, 
says Dick, if the TV stations did 
not rely so heavily on showing old 
films as an economical way of fill- 
ing out time! 

In Italy, also, the standard of 
TV entertainment is, he says, so 
low that a really good programme 
iS News. 

Thus it would seem that, so far 
as The Rank Organisation is con- 
cerned anyway, this immense global 
potential is being successfully 
tapped. 


| ICK believes that we could 

help the progress if the 

British industry devoted greater 

initiative and imagination to popu- 

larising its artists as well as its pic- 
tures 

There is, too, a world awareness 
that the sort of rationalisation mea- 
sures that are going on now are 
uimed at the general well-being of 
the industry and should help all 
branches—from producers to exhi- 
bitors—to gain the maximum bene- 
fit from the product. 

It is, heartening to note 
that The Rank Organisation, which 
is the only world-wide distribution 
set-up of its kind outside the United 
States, 1s continuing to increase its 
power and influence in the world 
markets 


also, 


] ACK from a visit to Israel, 
Jack Phillips tells me that he 
sold a picture Butcher’s “ The 
Golden Disc ” while there 
It was mot a world-shattering deal, 
but the price he got for it was high 
by Israch standards, which is 
a relatively smali market ard a 
difficult one for British films be- 
cause of restrictions on the re- 
mittanee of earnings to this country. 
Jack visited his daughter, Audrey, 
and her husband, Ernest Winocour, 
who have made their home in 
Israel 


I URING his visit, Jack also 

met and talked with Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her granddaughter ; 
Simone Signoret, Yves Montana, 
Edward G. Robinson, Moshe 
Dayan and his writer daughter, 
Yale, who wrote the book on the 
life of a girl in the Israeli Army, 


which is being filmed by Wolf 
Mankowitz. 
Back in London, partner Bill 


Chalmers was able to report that 
Butcher's next picture “Life in 
Danger ” has come off the floor at 
Walton. 

The next one, “ Naked Fury,” 
goes on the floor at ABPC, Elstree, 
shortly, Two others are in prepara- 
tion for making at Walton later 
this year 


hs dynamic and vivacious 
Nicole Milinair is expecting 
to reverse the order of things, 

She is now completing a feature- 


Jack Phillips with his daughter 
Audrey, whom he visited dur- 
ing his recent trip to Israel, 
Audrey is the wife of Ernest 

Winocour 


lengt spect 


cular drama, “As 
Dark as the Night” for the Ameri- 
can CBS television network But 
Nicole is expecting to negotiate a 
deal for its distribution to cinemas 
in Brita It would earn more 
money * inal way 

Who will handle the picture ? It 
is not led yet 


ecepuion which Nicole gave 

at home last week were: Bill 

Levy of Columbia, Nat Cohen of 

Anglo Amalgamated, George Min- 

ter of Renown, and ¢ ubby Broccoli 
of Warwick 

British Lion 


A MONG the personalities at a 
ry 
7 


tipped as Nicole's 


partner in a deal, was not represen- 
ted 

Present also were Mrs. Michael 
Burke, wife of the head of the CBS 


company in Britain, Gerry Adler of 
NBC, and Matt Raymond of the 
MGM Studios, where the picture is 
being made with Terence Young 
directing The stars are Michael 
Wilding, Laraine Day and Dennis 


P ICC 


wit the decline in produc- 
tion, particularly in the B 


feature and shorts sections, there is 
some concern about the disappear- 
anc f a training ground for 
prod on talent. 

I this reason there is interest 
in iy scheme to foster the 


development of new talent, particu- 
larly in the writing field 

One always regards with caution 
the activities of commercial enter- 
prises in the field of talent develop- 
mem. But the progress of the 
Television Writing School has been 
sufficient to attract the interest of 


Dennis Vance, the _ television 
produce: 
A SCHEME for annual 
f awards has been initiated 


by the school and Vance has 
agreed to underwrite the best plav 
written by a student as part of the 
course. 

He will pay the student £250 
for the transmission rights of one 
showing of the play, either on ITA 
or the BBC, if the subject is 


acceptable. Residual, secondary 
and repeat rights will be nego- 
tiated separately between Vance 


and the student, 

fhe school has also agreed to 
give Vance first refusal of the work 
of the five runners-up, who will 
receive minor awards totalling £100 
from the school 


MILMS of quite acceptable 
quality dating back to 1891 

five years before Friese-Greene’s 
famous demonstration 
last week at the RPS 

The lecturer was Jean Vivié, 
secretary of the French BKS, than 
whom nobody is better qualified 
to discuss France's contribution to 
the cinema, 

He discussed its development 
from the work of Emil Reynaud 
who, in 1888, replaced the strip of 
drawings of his Praxinoscope by a 
long band of paper, 
first public 
pictures, 


[* France, pointed out M 
Vivié, the factors of technical 
irtistic achievement 


were shown 


and gave the 
showing of moving 


invention and 
were unuted 
He traced the parallel develop- 
ment: on the one hand, brothers 
Lumiére, André Debrié (who in 
1928 built a 6Smm. camera), and 
more Chrétien, 
invéntor of the anamorphic system 
on the artistic side, Georges Méliés, 
the trick specialist, Abel Gance, 
who in 1926 used a Cinerama-typ 
camera set-up, and Réné Clair 
Criticism was levelled against 
the French cinemas, which, said 
M. Vivié ire often poorly 
equipped, and unable to do justice 
to the high quality of modern film 
He illustrated the print standard 
which French technicians have been 
seeking to have adopted 
carrying (wo magnetic tracks 


recently Professor 


5mm 
sand an 
optical track, and with a picture 
squeezed to 1.5-to-1 


ratio, 

()' R sympathy goes out to 

i¢ Turner family of Glas- 

gow, which has suffered 
bereavement 

The widow of John R. Turner, 
the late secretary of the Scottish 
branch CEA, died suddenly at her 
home in Dundonald. She survived 
her husand by only three weeks 

lan Turner, John’s son, has been 
appointed secretary of the branch 
and of the Scottish CTBF, which 
his father also served with great 
devotion. 


inamorphic 


inother 


| EON BROWN, British Lion's 
4 manager in Dublin, has 
asked me to convey his apprecia- 
tion to all friends in the 
irade who sent messages of sym- 
pathy following the death of his 
mother, Mickie Brown 

She was, of course, a well-known 
personality in show-business and 
well-loved, espe: ially in Lanea- 
shire, 

Leon wants to thank “the many 
people who have proved their 
friendship to my family and 
myself during this sad time,” 


those 
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Past Chief Barker Jack Goodlatte is seen here visiting the home of an 


ineducable child in Bermondsey. 


her with clothing. 
Rita Cohen, the child, her mother and grandfather 


He gave the family a cheque from 
lent 36 representing £3 a week, which \ariety has decided to allow them of tar 
for at least a year to enable the child to receive training and to help provide 
Left to right, Jack Goodlatte, LCC Welfare Officer 
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BKS Prepares 
Report On 


Screens 


SCREENS and optical equipment 
were under review at the third meet- 
ing of the BKS Picture Presentation 
committee. 


The committee also considered the 
| effects upon presentation of mechan- 
Bj ical instability of projection equip- 
| coon ind wear of vital components 

The screen, an important factor in 
modern presentation, was discussed at 
considerable length. A report is now 
| being prepared on the suitability of 
types of screen for various auditoria ; 
means of maintaining the surface in 
good condition; emergency measures 
for dealing with blemishes: the effect 
contamination caused by to- 
bacco smoke; and the right time for 
replacement 


As a preliminary move to the exam- 


ABC Publicity 
Contest Is 


Under Way _ >," 


House of 


gulauions—the final 


R » 194 ub 
, 49 } pub make 
A V\ i 
under wa \S | erning distribution of 
/ “ Lirow n nh le 
d ompetitio : stl. 
y oon The amendment 
dividu ’ valry , 
d ve been divided Trade, John Rodgers 
bac d Mint W mt for second features 
v . oa ¥ I means that, subject 
d . four ieagu win limitations, second feature 
‘ ‘ 
a for double the 
tilement of first 
of he leagues ndn 
oN . December +1 
promoted t lify for levy only 


NEW LEVY RULES 
ARE NOW LAW 


Commons 
Thursday passed the levy amendment 


step 


law the new regulations gov 


moved by the 
imentary Secretary to the Board 
boosts pay- 


to certain 


normal 
features 
ent states that films registered 
this 
they 


ination of optical systems, the com- 
mittee is collating information on 
lenses for wide-screen projection and 
backing lenses as well as anamorphic 
optics 


At its next meeting on April 28, the 
committee under the chairmanship of 

last | R. J. T. Brown, will consider screen 
brightness and luminance standards 


SOUND TALKS 


THE all-industry committee set up 
by the BFPA to investigate ways and 
means of improving sound reproduc- 
tion in cinemas has formed an ad hoc 
sub-committee to discuss minimum 
films will acoustical conditions in cinemas as a 
levy guide to exhibitors and producers 
The This was decided at the third meet- 
ing of the committee, last Thursday. 
Members of the sub-committce are 
Knopp (chairman), J 


which 


cinematl- 


year will 


have Leslie 


: d to a low nade by a resident of the UK, Carson (CMA), G. f ae 
i d ; f UK company. fand A. W. Lumkin (BFPA soun 
committee representative) 
I \ s: Leed The main committee will meet 
1 ‘ Wwe ! wain in a month 
1 1 Sout LABOUR TO FIGHT FBFM representative A. W. 
d e Watkins presided at last week's meet- 
B ) Nort —continued ing. Other members of the committee 
( 8B T h, Wes who attended were Stuart Black 
Is. K d Sussex, and N.1 Gem cinema. Redruth, is to | (AIC), R. J. T. Brown (BKS), C. I 
sed at the end this month | Crowhurst and J. Cox (BFPA_Sound 
sresented by: Live d esult of the Budget? It |Committee representative), : 
S iw Sco ud FE: ist and inequitable that a tax Overton (FLA), A. S. Pratt (BKS) 
dt Midlands 1 levy amounting to 20 per cent. of | and L. Rider (KRS) 
I D S.E. Londor ceipts should mposed on 
\A S.W Lond Md uSLUry 
\ ! 1 Birmingham Mr. Amory: “* I have heard of the DROP IN QUOTA FILMS 
Redruth case I did reduce the tax e 
Prizes ay aes j ' No — this —continued 
. . ne s : alae che 66 
, is t , dk Bone on the Finance Bill.” ee foot ige registered for 3,000—6,499 
I ‘ d N b Next week's AITC meeting is the | feet film rose from 179,000 feet to 
d w op move in what become a | 208,000 feet. The footage for British 
df nenod of on ve from the entire industry up and | quota pictures under 3,000 feet was 
wn the country to the Chan- | 310,000 feet against 305,000 feet the 
| f trophy o change his mind vear before : 
is D I W so b I AITC telegram—sent imme- The number of foreign films ~ 4 
; ‘ ou eu wl { was known that Mr Amory tered in these two sections dropped, 
{ n y each wil had ignored the cinema in his Budget | though. For 3,000—6,499 feet pictures 
List: will b Ito £10 p osals——set the ball rolling the fall was from 99 to 89 and for 
. = " Now the Chancellor is being Sree ener 3,000 feet it was from 256 
h flooc with “change vour mi "ito 17 
enum ‘ manage! - n th p oa . rhe y I ¢ = America. naturally, was the biggest 
orl tc pol him from its last general council | mporter Its producers Tees Sod 
dividual man s necting and branches | over the | sible for 186 of the 6, rr * 
id ' re will be a ca country are following suit over films registered: 81 of those < 
; ne f r » the manag with th Cinema managers. too, have pro- the 3,000—6,499 feet category, an 
; i het of publicity points | tested against the Chancellor's deci- | 156 of the pictures —o- ah -_— 
“ fu ward of | sion to ignore cinema through | France provided the secon ighe: 
inner-u Prizes of £5 he SCMA—have senthim a telegram, | number—35 over 6,500 feet; en 
or offered in A BO And the ACTT in another wire to 3,000—6,499 feet; and seven under 
Matinee s ction | Mr. Amory has registered its protest. | 3,000 feet. 
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Chancellor Under Fire at CEA Branches 


‘Raise Tax Exemption 
Limit to 2s. 6d.’ 


THE 


be put forward in 
and including half-a-crown. 

Earlier great disappointment was 
expressed by members over the 
Budget tagged by some as a vote- 
catching or electors’ budget. No 
direct benefit to the public woul 
have accrued if ET had been reduced 


Bristol and West of England branch CEA decided at 
mecting to send a motion to head office urging that an amendment should 
the Commons for 


and the effect on the ballot boxes 
would have been infinitesimal. The 
Conservative Party wouldn't lose | 
votes by ignoring the cinema indus- | 
try s case—except from exhibitors! 

R. Trueman Dicken said: “ The | 
Chancellor really showed his hand 
quite clearly. He just doesn't care 


what happens to us.” 


He thought it was a mistake to 
use such words as rationalisation and 
centralisation. “ Rationalisation sug- 
gesis something good but it doesn't 
mean anything else than closing down 
of cinemas which is always bad.” 

E. C, Rogers urged individual members 
to take up the matter strongly with their 
local MPs, securing promises from them 


that if supplied with the “* ammunition 
they would get up in the House and argue 
the case 

"| hope that those members who are 
presemt wi!l contact their MPs and advise 
other branch members they may see to 
do the same.’ 

Said Mr. Rogers: “It is the indepen 
dents who are in greatest difficulty, and | 
don't know what the Chancellor can tx 
told excem tbe facts and figures which 
show quite clear that unless he does 
something there will be trouble 

C. R. Thompson: “I think there is a 
lot of publicity given to fabulous salaries 


paid to stars and there is a [celing around 
that there must be heaps of monev in 
the industry and | think that weighs a 
considerable extent with MPs.”’ 
Dicken: “It is a 
mur little world 
they think very much about 
S. T. Gamblin 
had shown too 


Trueman 
us living in 


mistake for 
to think that 
it at all!’ 
the industry 
complacency Overt 
ts case. “* We were too cock-sure it was 
going to come off. A number of us had 
been quite prepared to go up as a deputa- 
tion th House, paying our own ex- 
penses we thought it was unneces 
sary.” 

Extended runs. 
on the bad repercussions 
houses of extended runs in central 
mas. Mr. Rogers said he thought 
ought to be strong opposition 
rowing practice 


thought 
much 


to 
but 
Turning to discussion 
for suburban 
cine 


this 


to 


like a 


Mr 


of 
Thompson: “‘ Tt is the pattern 
the industry at the moment and I don't 
see how we can do much about it.”’ 

Cllr. Gamblin: “* Even from the renters 
point of view, if they carry this to 
extreme limit and put a number 
suburban halls out of business surely 
will suffer themselves.” 

Dennis Chamberlain: ‘* If they enjoy a 
trun of a month at a city house there ts 
no suburban patronage left when it goes 
out.’ 

Trueman Dicken: “‘One would 
thought that the people who go regularly 
each week to a city cinema would go to 
the suburbs for his weckly entertainment 


lot 
ke 


of 


have 


when there is an extended run in the 
centre.”’ 

Mr. Rowers: “‘ The general feeling is 
that this thing should be fought as hard 
as we can and we must find the ways 


and means.” 
Sunday opening. 


will 
of 


The branch agreed it 
make an application for an extension 
one hour for Sunday opening hours 


there | 


its April 


tax redemption to be raised up to 


‘THIS BUDGET IS 
UNJUST TO THE 
SMALL MAN’ 


“IF THE government has not 


given us any help in the Budget in | 
| order to aid the proposed rationali- 


sation scheme and wipe out the small 
exhibitor, it will have done the great- 
est disservice ever done to our 
industry,”’ declared P. J. Milsom at 
the monthly meeting of the Ports- 
mouth and Isle of Wight branch, 
CEA 

“Many hundreds of exhibitors up 
and down the country have got their 
all in the business,” he went on 
What 1s to happen to them now.” 
Mr. Milsom referred to * the complete 
unjustness '' of the Budget, which took 
the purchase tax off TV replacement tubes 


while other concessions enabled firms to 
spend more money on commercial tele- 
vision advertisements 


lid to Opponents 


These 


things 


all aid our opponents 
and it certainly makes you think he 
remarked 
The branch agreed to send letters to 
local MPs urging the introduction of a 
new clause giving some relief over enter 
tainments tax in the Finance Bill 
Individual members are also to follow 


up the matter with MPs giving figures of 
their own situation 

We have 
help 


som 


to 
our 


got 
from 


get cracking 
MPs ’ said 


to eget 


some Mr 
Mi 

James Holland said 
cinemas closed, it could 
of British film production 
to a lot of unemployment 

He also stated that the industry had 
been built up by small men and now 
they were the ones that were suffering 

Chairman P. H. Lang said he was sur- 
prised that the Chancellor had not 
mentioned the industry not even to 
express regret that it could not be helped 

Series..-Members spoke warmly m 
favour of the idea having a of 
films as supporting programmes instead 
of the ordinary second feature 

It was stressed that what was wanted 
was the situation type comedy or thriller 
such as those shown on TV with a few 
established stars in them 

The question is being discussed by 
Committee of the Five Associations 

Mr. Holland said there had been a 
dearth good second feature films, and 
the bad ones even spoiled a good top 
feature 

But H. J. Court reported that business 
was found to drop however when there 
was no second feature at all 

16-mm. films. Following complaints 
by the branch the showing of 16-mm 
feature films at a Portsmouth dance club 
200 yards from a local cinema has 
stopped 


that if more 
affect the whole 
It could lead 


ot series 


the 


‘ 
ot 


AS AN experiment, the Ritz, Gos 
port, is having Sunday evening con- 
certs by the Gosport Orchestra, plus 
guest artists, once a month instead of 
films. 


FIDO: ‘PRODUCERS MUST 
PLAY THE GAME’ 


AN APPEAL for producers to “play the game” and not “get any idea 


that FIDO is some form of extension to the production fund, 
D. Richards 


made by CEA president J 
Speaking at the annual dinner and 


dance of Leeds and District CEA 
branch at Harrogate last week, he 
said The only way FIDO could 
a 


¢ killed would be tf producers made 
xcessive demands on the funds.” 
In a pointed speech, Mr. Richards 


said the fund had kept “ thousands ” 
of 


pictures off TV, but added: “It 
would be a bad thing—the only 
thing likely to bring about the col- 
apse of FIDO—éif producers still in 
busin came along and demanded 
heir pound of flesh.” 

Also, he said, “the Americans 
contribute to this fund and they 
would not be very happy if it was 
found a lot of producers tried to 
take advantage of the situation.” 

Stressit he dangers that would 
irise “‘ if all the producers who made 
British films claimed from the fund 
and got the idea it was an extension 
of ¢ production levy," Mr 
Richards hoped assurances _ that 
the fund would not be abused would 
be kept 

Commenting on the Budget, he 
said tt ndustry must continue to 
fight and i was up to everyone to try 
to get the Chancellor to change his 
mind V cinema tax by putting 
pressu on the Conservative back- 
benchers 

That is the only means of secur- 
ing redress this year,” he said, recall- 
ing tl the Chancellor changed his 


nind over one particular point in last 
year’s Budget following pressure 


Mr 


Richards went on to mention 
that there was litle prospect of an 
ill-industry publicity campaign. He 
explained that it has problems 

almost impossible to reconcile be- 
ause of different interests and ideas 
xcople have.” But major schemes 
| were to be carried out by the large 
groups in the industry “and we will 
ill benefit from them,” he added. 
There was a tendency for people 
to look to the national CEA for 
iction in matters, but, Mr. Richards 
mphasised, “ you can usually do so 
much more on branch level.” 
Proposing the toast to the guests, 
br h president Jack Prendergast 
declared that the time had come to 
nd “ this downbeat stuff " in the in- 
dustry 
Everyone thinks a thing is on 
the floor because of what one or 
wo people think and say,” he said. 
going on to praise the efforts of 


people who made films like “ Room 
at the Top” and “ Carry on Nurse,” 
which gave the industry a great up- 
lift 

He praised, too, the publicity car- 
ried out by ABC 

Mr. Prendergast extended a par- 
ticular welcome to the guests from 
London, mentioning Mr. Richards, 
CEA vice-president Major Alfred 
Davis; general secretary Ellis Pink- 
ney: Freddie Thomas and Harold 


Boodson from The Rank Organisa- 
tion and UIs UK _ representative 
| Doug. Granville. 


has been 


Leeds Fears On 
Future Of 
Production 


THE CHANCELLOR'S failure to 
end entertainments tax will “ destroy 
British production according to a 
resolution passed at the April meet- 


ing of Leeds CEA 


This is the full resolution 

“This meeting is shocked and 
gravely concerned that the Chan 
cellor should have completely 
ignored the oirrefu able cax pul 
before him decision which will 
affect not only film exhibition but 


film production, which is a promising 


export industry. It is a rule of the 
economist that export should have 
a substantial home market. The 
Chancellor's decision will destroy 


the home market for films and, con- 


sequen British film production.” 

J. X. Prendergast was in the chasr, 
with J. D. Richards and Alfred 
Davis, president and vice-president of 
the association, and Elhs Pinkney, 
general secretary, in attendance 

Mr. Prendergast. after introducing 
and welcoming the guests, invited 
Mr. Richards to review the business 
of the last general council meeting 
and this he did, briefly mentioning 
such matters as the Film Report, 
the mor ymomical working of the 
association, the recent meeting with 
the KRS, extended runs, FIDO, and 
last but not least, reactions to the 
Bud and what it had not done for 
the cinema «industry 

Mr. Richards said there was st : m- 
mer of hope that some con ons might 
still be gained at the comm or some 


MORE CEA REPORTS 
ON PAGES 10 AND 19 


jater stage in the Budget debate, but in 
the meantime individual exhibitors should 
not be content to leave it to headquarter 
to continue the fight, but should see MPs 
im person and put their case before hem 

He also suggested that every member 
of the association should send a telegram 
to the Chancellor 

T. C. Shayler suggested that the Chan- 
cellor might at least be persuaded to see 
their way to increase the tax free allow- 
unce from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. or 4s. That 
would help to keep the indenendent ex- 
hibitors in business and woald be better 
than the advised policy of “* concen- 
tration" 

The meeting ended with a vote of 


thanks to the president 
general secretary 


vice-presiden’ and 
their visit 


for 


SUNDAY opening charity contri- 
butions at Blackburn last year 
vielded a total of £1,317. Alloca- 


tions made by the Watch Committce 
to various charities include £150 for 


ithe CTBP. 


MPAA Committee for 
Exhibitor Relations 


NEW YORK Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association 
of America, announced 1! f n mt of committee to deal with 
xhidilor rm ns which w d ip from the organisation’s board of 
directors Named w S } presidemt, 20th Century-Fox 
Arth Krim, presidem of Us nd Johnston 
, m ng with an exhibito 
n e from the American Cor 89 Motion Picture Divi- 
; Exhit . heduled f ym of the State Education Depart- 
incheor “ on he H 7 WI controls the censor 
Clu 1 New Y K » May 12 d 1,098 licenses to 459 
[This mm on behalf of exh Arm made features and shorts 
elations is the first ev } he d s 639 made abroad Of the 
butor organization and it was p d - films licens d for exhib tion_ in 
t xhib ; ’ p im th 57-58, 61 were domestic and 70] 
dire yn A po d 
In a subsequent action. the execu H Kong led the suppliers from 
nm f ACE accepted oad with 119 films compared with 
nv m naming as representaliy 18 previous year Mexico had 
= a in, national cha ); Germany sent 89 (72) 
H Adams, president of A ; England prov ded 77 (43); Italy had 
States; George Kerasotes, p France sen 53 (S51); Russia 
of Theat Owners of America: ‘ ‘ d with (17); Greece had 
Schwartz, president of the Metror ? (14); Australia shipped 11 (one); 
n Motion Picture Theatre As Aust sent nin zht); Japan for- 
tion: Harry Brandt, presider warded (three): Spain had 
Independent Theatre Owners As x) ind from Canada came 
ton ind Harry Arthu chairn } 
the board of the Pacific (¢ 
T he s Association a ¥ & 
ACE also took the opportun SPYROS P. SKOURAS, president 
ro 7 Ay . he at» mi yd Century-Fox, has left for Europe 
the number of complaint fer with company executives in 
very SCgMeNt Of CXAIDITION | Lond d Rome, as well as 
from the new sales pi of | d Cannes Film Festival 
Artists ag outlined recently 0 h gets under way April 30, 
vice-p dent W im Heinem 
he n ” fe ACI \ hound for the Continent are 
United At “ ed B. Krim, United Artists presi- 
ynsider and modify this policy Max Youngstein, vice-president, 
are hat th mene se d Rob Blumofe, vice-president 
" . widen d confi The first port of call is London where 
d dw Pr % N preview Solomon and 
. I »wing conferences 
d other films. Mr. Krim 
iM Blumofe flv to Israel, while 
Clarified Mr. Youngstein plans visits to Paris 
i Ron 
{ 1A | 
wh Mr. } * m a” 
n d I hard f : , 
ne w he f RECTORS of Universal Pictures 
‘ n tel oe week d < uarterly divi 
”) I \ d ! ! dolk per share 
" . nad ’ v 44 cumulative preferred stock 
¥ i) rs f American Broadcast- 
7 stick USIN P int Theat week also 
vif n plan of o d dividend, this one being 
. per common share and 
, P Pp rei d shar 
Ay “bh ’ h ghth consecutive year 
he mor d Artis ncreased its annual 
) To Die noney du . \ nd net carnings 
—- \ ord high in 
7 P d to ex Y “ announced by 
m . nts, will R S. B chairman, and 
nsu n and app B. Krim, presiden 
) To meet with any cus N nes for 1958 climbed to 
wit w rp " I d fier provision for 
6) Tog f. uf v n of f d to 3,262,466 dollars 
percentage te ns . 1S ied ih y ch 1s n increase of 13.47 
Gross revenues reached 
s 2 a 1 dollars compared to 
THE New Y k § mov ce 8,42 do 1 195 
ywed s to 1.089 film I 1958 irmngs ner share on 
1958-59 as npared with 1.32: t capital stock of 1,367,485 shares 
957.52 None was absolutely re ding at the year’s end were 
ected but a goodly number w 2.71 dollars. The comparative earn- 
ordered edited on obscenity grounds ngs | ware for 1957, adjusted to 
Most of these w imoorts or thos t number of shares outstanding at 
mad mn Arn without a Produc the close of 1958, were 2.39 dollars 
ion Code seal of approval During the year 1958 the amount of 
During the fiscal year ending March = 6 per cent. convertible debentures was 
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reduced through conversions from 
8,365,100 dollars to 6,343,600 dollars. 


THE British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion has informed the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
that it would like to present the 
kinescope of the “ Oscar ” awards on 
April 26. An audience of 35 millions 
is anticipated in the United Kingdom 

The kinescope is the only one to 
leave the United States since the re- 
» of the ceremony to other coun- 

was cancelled due to the 
nability to obtain the necessary 


S. CHARLES EINFELD, vice- 
president in charge of advertising and 
publicity at 20th Century-Fox, says 
that the forthcoming feature, “ Say 
One For Me,” will have a bigge’ 
national advertising, publicity and 
exploitation campaign than that for 
‘The Robe.”” The record budget to 
exceed a million dollars was set after 
home-office screenings of the film. It 
stars Bing Crosby, Debbie Reynolds 
and Robert Wagner. 


Child Controls 
Doubled 


PARIS.—Last January the govern- 
ment gave Mayors of towns and 
Prefects of counties the power to 


exclude children under the age of 16 
from certain places of entertainment. 

\ law exists already which gives 
powers to the Ministry of 
Information Censorship Commission. 


similar 


These duplicated powers given to 
Mayors and Prefects mean that not 
only are controls being doubled but 
h he government intends extend- 


he scope of its control. The ex- 
hibitors are worried. Business is bad 
d further controls of this kind may 
make i worse 
To questions put to the Minister of 
Information, the answer is that the 
Prefects may ban children from enter- 
ing an establishment regardless of the 
entertainment offered if he considers 


such an establishment to be harmful 
to children 
The exhibitors point out that if 
he government has any reason 
political or otherwise—for not wish- 
children to see films, then 


Prefects might 


be instructed to ban 
children under 16 
For the industry as a whole this 


regulation is considered no more than 
the thin end of the wedge. They say 
it must lead to more intensive censor- 


ship 


a * a 
RAOUL LEVY has had his Colum- 


bia contract renewed by two years. 
After “ Babette Goes To War.” with 
Brigitte Bardot he will produce three 
films for Columbia, the most impor- 


tant being “The Truth,” another 
Bardot picture to be directed by 


Georges Clouzot. 

M. Levy's success is not welcome 
in all French quarters despite the fact 
that his pictures have great dollar- 
earning qualities. 

French exhibitors are by no means 


* REPORTS FROM THE WORLD MARKETS x 


happy about him. They say Brigitte 
Bardot’s success has its seed in the 
United States rather than in France 
and that her popularity is far greater 
abroad than in France. They also say 
that M. Levy produces films which 
are unsuitable for most French cine- 
mas, though not including Paris 
cinemas or theatres in the centres of 
large cities. 

Exhibitos port out that the drop 
in attendances has been very much 
less for family theatres run by or 
influenced by religious organisations 
than the drop in attendances for ord- 
inary cinemas. 

This means that Bardot films and 
the kind of films M. Levy is making, 
while suitable for some countries are 


not necessarily doing the French 
exhibitors any good at all 
Henry Kahn 


Exchange Plan 
Turned Down 


BONN .—West German film men 
are pressing for American companies 
to buy at least one German feature 
a year in exchange for permission 
to sell Hollywood product in Ger- 
many 

Idea has been turned down un- 
conditionally by Leo Hochstetter, 
area MPEA representative, in his 
recent talks with Bonn government 
officials, it is understood 

As in other Continental countries, 
the home industry feels that access 
to the local market is something they 
can “ sell’ to American film organi- 
Salions 

In prolonged, behind-the-scenes 
talks between Mr. Hochstetter and 
Bonn government officials, Mr. Hoch- 
stetter pointed to various purchases 
of films made in Germany and 
bought by American companies 
without any government-endorsed 
formula 

He cited MGM buying the distri- 
bution rights of “ The Girl Rose- 
marie “ for some 750,000 dollars. 

Another MGM buy mentioned 
was “Schinderhannes,” a costume 
film set in an ancient German back- 
ground, reportedly acquired for 
250,000 dollars 

Finally, there is_ the 
produced “Serenade of a 
Love,” a Mario Lanza film which 
was sold for 600,000 dollars to 
MGM. according to reports 


Berlin- 
Great 


WEST GERMAN Bundestag 
(Lower House) delegates and govern- 
ment officials are discussing a change 
in blind and block booking practices. 

Church groups and delegates of 
smaller German theatre situations 
are strongly behind a plan to ban 
blind and block booking, at least in 
part ‘ 

According to reports here, distri- 
butors operating in Germany should 


only be allowed to rent a maximum 
of ten to 12 feature films en bloc 
annually, Additionally, theatre 
owners should have the right to 


reject two or three features out of 
a block of 12 
This would strengthen the German 
exhibitors’ hand considerably. 
The blow would fall principally 
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on the large domestic German con- 
cerns, as American, British and 
other non-German companies | 
operating in Germany have always | 
pursued a more liberal booking 
policy. 

Discussion of the plan is now in | 
full swing and there is a chance that 
a decision at government level will 
be made within the next few weeks. 


23, 1959 
ruling party hopes to play in the 
forthcoming municipal elections in 


November this year. 

Opposition parties are objecting to 
the film, saying the unit should not 
be used for propaganda purposes. 

The government aims to offer the 
film to commercial cinemas. The two 
largest circuits are Ceylon Theatres 
Ltd. and Cinemas Ltd., which be- 


| tween them control over 200 cinemas, 


AUSTRIAN Education Minister 
Dr. Heinrich Drimmel has indicated 
he is willing to continue talks about 
the introduction of a new Film 
Censoring Board with MPEA’s Leo 
Hochstetter. | 

There have been talks before but, 
up to now, American side, according 
to reliable reports here, would not 
accept Austrian ideas on censoring 


BAVARIA Filmkunst AG, second 
largest West German film concern, 
reports a loss of 3,000,000 marks for 
its 1957-1958 financial year. 

Bavaria Filmkunst is one of the 
two branches of the former UFA 
monopoly which was sold by the 
Bonn government to private interests 
some months ago. 


MPEA member companies will | 
export about 200 features to West 
Germany this year it is learned here. 
There have been talks between | 
MPEA representatives and the Ger- 
man government but no official film 
trade agreement has been made. 


Gustav Genschow 


Orson Welles 


in Ceylon 


COLOMBO.—The Italian’ Film 
Festival held here recently was a big 
success. Rosanna Podesta, the 
Italian star, was there. 

So was Orson Welles, who was on 


his way back from Hong Kong, 
where he had been making “ Ferry 
to Hong Kong.” 

He praised Ceylon’s scenery and 
said: “ What do you want studios 
for in this country with all this 
natural beauty? I can’t remember 


when I last made a film in a studio. 
It is so old-fashioned.” 


JOHN STURGESS, who shot 
scenes here for his “* Never So Few,” 
which stars Frank Sinatra and Haya 
Harareet, has written thanking the 

overnment of Ceylon and its peoples 
or the wonderful co-operation given 
to him and his unit. 


A SENSATION was caused by the 
Chinese Ambassador to Ceylon re- 
cently at a local cinema which was 
screening a British Movietone reel 
showing Indians outside the Chinese 
Embassy in New Delhi carrying 
placards denouncing * Chinese 
Imperialism in Tibet.” 

The Ambassador walked out of the 
cinema. 


THE government film unit is at 
work on a full-length documentary | 
recording the government's record 
over the last three years. 

This is the trump card which the 


| of 


but whether these 
agree to screen 
remains to be seen. 


circuits will 
documentary 


two 
this 


Kumar Devarajah 


New Deal For 
The Industry 


ROME.—The Italian film industry 
is jubilant—one hopes not prema- 
turely—over a government decision 
to entrust its control, guidance and 


encouragement to a newly-created 
Ministry of Spcrt, Tourism and 
Spectacle. 


The proposal has yet to pass both 
houses of Parliament but since the 
draft Bill, approved by the cabinet, 
is of a technical rather than political 
character, it can be expected to pass 
into law. 

Its precise details may be modified 
via Parliamentary debate, but broadly 
it aims to bring films, TV, the theatre 
and all forms of visual entertainment 
under one ministry. Hitherto, the 
cinema in all its aspects has been 
allotted to several departments. 


On paper the cabinet had direct 
control. In practice, leaders of 
government found they had other 


fields of responsibility they considered 
deserving of precedence and the 
affairs of the film industry were ap- 
portioned to different ministries, in- 
cluding those of education, finance, 
etc. 

So the industry has found itself 
hammered by lack of understanding 
of its specialised problems and needs. 
There has been indifference and pro- 
crastination on the part of civil ser- 
vants whose attitude seemed to be 
* This really isn’t my job.” 


Laurence Wilkinson 


Eire Gets a 
Tax Cut 


DUBLIN.—Entertainments tax on 
cinemas in Eire is to be reduced 
on August 1. This was announced by 
the Minister for Finance (Dr. James 
Ryan) in his Budget Speech last 
week. 

Under the new scale admission 
charges up to 8d. will be tax free, 
compared with the present limit of 
5d.; there will be a reduction of Id. 
in the tax element in inclusive prices 
up to Is. 9d.; a reduction of 14d. 
at prices between 2s. and 2s. 7d., and 
a reduction of 2d. at prices from 
2s. 9d. upwards. 

This concession will cost the Ex- 
chequer £150,000 in the current finan- 
cial year. Commenting or the reduc- 
tion, the Minister said that as the 
relief was designed to benefit the 
cinema industry, reductions in ad- 
mission prices should not be ex- 
pected. 

He added that it was clear from 
an examination of the position that 
early relief was essential if the future 
the cinema industry was not to 


be jeopardised. The cinema was an 
important medium of entertainment 
and relaxation for a large section of 
the community and provided exten- 
sive and valuable employment. 

The Budget concession was wel- 
comed by the Theatres and Cinemas 
Association, although the cuts are 
modest, 

The 
bate 


Budget also increased the re- 


of duty on cine variety enter- 
tainment from SO per cent. to 75 
per cent. from August |, a concession 


which will cost the Exchequer £10,000 
this year 


| ducer 


| 
| 


The concession is granted where 
the “ live "’ show constitutes not less 
than 25 per cent. of the whole pre- 
sentation; at the present time cine- 
variety only exists in the 3,500-seater 
Theatre Royal, Dublin, which is the 
largest of the Rank theatres in Ire- 
land 

* te - 

AFTER the Walt Disney con- 
venuon in London ended Roy 
Disney, president and top executives 
of the company flew to Dublin to 
sneak preview “ Darby O’Gill and 
the Little People” before an. Irish 
audience, an audience which included 
one of the stars—Jimmy O'Dea who 
plays the King of the Leprechauns. 

The secret of the preview was well 
kept. The film was shown at the 
Metropole 

Production manager William An- 
derson, who was in the group, com- 
mented after the screening: “If a 
Dublin audience liked it, the film is 
& certain winner in America.” 

The Disney party, who were re- 
ceived by Louis Elliman, managing 
director of Odeon (Ireland), Ltd., in- 
cluded: Jack Cutting, producer of 
foreign language versions; Ned 
Clarke, foreign sales manager; Car- 
don Walker, vice-president in charge 
of sales and advertising: Bertie Elli- 
man, who distributes Walt Disney 
product in Ireland. 

7 a & 

DURING the debate in the Dail 
on the Department of Justice vote | 
several comments were made on film 


censorship. A Labour member, Bren- 
Corish, could not understand 
was not a special censor- 
films intended chiefly for 


dan 
why there 
ship of 
children 
The sooner there was some control 
the gangster-type films shown on 
en's programmes the better, 
*s Dillon (one of the Opposition 
Leaders) suggested that the 
ister for Justice should look into 
matter of controlling the exhibi- 
of the current type of horror 


Min 
the 
tion 
him 

Dr. Noel Browne (a former Min- 
ister and member of the National 
Progressive Party) considered that the 
censor should give more attention to 
films dealing with crime and violence 
the general acceptance of violence 
was one of the main reasons for 
crime. The Minister (Oscar Traynor) 
had not replied to the debate when 
the House rose for the week. 


AN ENGLISH advertising agency, 
Osborne-Peacock Company, in asso- 
ciation with Lambert Studios has just 


produced the first advertising film 
and filmlet to be made at Ardmore 
Studios 

These were of 60-second and 15- 


second respectively for Kosangas 
Bottled Gas; both were in Techni- 


color, and an Abbey player, Aideen 
O'Kelly, was used in the film. 
Roger Lambert was lighting 


9 


cameraman 
tor; Hugo 


and Martin Locke direc- 
Dunn-Meynell was pro- 
for Osborne-Peacock, Daniel 
Warnock, account executive for 
Osborne-Peacock, speaking at a 
special screening of the advertise- 
ments before their release said that 
the production costs were lower than 
in the UK. 

He also commented that, between 
TV and cinema screen advertising, 
5,000 advertising films and filmlets a 
year are now being made in the UK, 


the work being spread between about 
50 firms. 
a LJ om 

UNITED ARTISTS has benefited 
considerably in Dublin through the 
Oscar awards as both “ Separate 
Tables’ and The Big Country ” 
(in which Burl Ives got an award), 
were playing first-run in Dublin 
when the results were announced. 


Radio Eireann made a special feature 
of the Oscars in its “Film Maga- 
zine "’ prograrame on the day of their 
announcement. Business for “ Separ- 
ate Tables has been outstanding 
and built up quickly to a high level 


Maxwell Sweeney 


Still Hope in 
N. Ireland 


BELFAST,—Despite the rejection 
of the CEA plea for the abolition of 
tax across the Channel, Northern 
Ireland branch js carrying on with its 
plans encourage the Minister of 
Finance, Captain Terence O'Neill, to 
be more lenient with the cinema 
trade here. Within the next two weeks 
a deputation from the branch 1 


10 


Wii 


see the minister at Stormont and pre- 
sent the case for tax relief. 

They will point out that indepen 
dent television will have an effect on 
cinema audiences when jt starts in the 
Province later in the year. 

They will be able to tell the minis 
ter that there are 127,000 sets in 
UTV’'s transmission area 

aa os *- 

BASIL LAPWORTH regional 
controller of Rank Screen Services 
Lid., has been appointed Nortictn 
Ireland Advertisement sales man. cc 
for UTV. He takes up his new post 
on April 27 

aw @ * 

THE BELFAST GAIETY., for- 
merly variety theatre, then a 
cinema. has been bought over by 
Woolworth’s as a store 


S. Gordon Duffield 


DINO DE LAURENTIIS 


chose 
tnt 1 —$—$—$—— 


TECHNIRA 


FOR 
HIS MAGNIFICENT PRODUCTION 


“TEMPEST” 


UN} 
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Chancellor Under Fire at CEA Branches 


irmingham Suggests a 
Petition to Queen 


DON'T OVERBURDEN MPs, 
WEST LANCS. WARN 


IN THE 


cone 


industry 
Black pool 

The meeting 
Cc} R , ‘ 


case, it was Suggested at 
wee 
decided 


! ’ 
MISL 
write to the 
he Exchequer pressing for 
tax nye n on seats under 2 6d or 
} President of the Board of 

exemption from levy for 
than £250 a week; an 
area thanking 
support and 
two letters 


to 
ss 


Trade requesting 
MPs in the 
nticrest 
ot the 


branch 
and 


hen eu 
wher 


‘ »p 

The { the discussion set 
th azenda—* ¢ 

Members condemned the 


was 
n nema 
Scanda 
Chance rs refusal to abolish entertain 
on 
general 
consideration 
office 
Aan- 
centre, 


CEA economies.—in the discussion 
nor ives’. proposed at 
suggested that 
T moving head 
provinees 
ndertu 


S " 


was 


trom | for © the 


make 4 W 


opposed 
Frequent 


strongly 
he } cy centrahsation 
mecting ra s and the general 
mperative if the association 
effectively and interest 
me j 


wine 


wa ™ ma ta 
uld be increased 
delegates’ 
delegate) 
able to draw 
he i atior ind did not make 

(tation branch 


Bra sllowances 


leve! 
Sunday opening. in 
ng 1 whether a 


made for an 


response {0 an 
approach 
extension of Sun- 
x hours at Blackpool during 
from Whitsun to 
t October 31, local ex- 
think the ume 
the current 


new 


i they did not 
inc. Licen for 
u been granted 


application for Sunday 
been rejected and 


rev us 
pening had 
adverse 


on 
was made 
prepared 

n Blackpool 
bad 
afternoon 
been an 
have appre- 


publicity 
applica tion 
the er ! must be carefully 

Mr. Dobs said he 
The 


ex is the 


was 
weather was 
crowded and 
would have 
visitors would 
the 


cave matter in 


Sale Pays O.t £730 


SUNDAY opening 
butions at Sale, Cheshire, last year, 
£730, compared with £617 
year 


charity contri- 


totalled 


the previous 


\ PETITION to the Que wa g the suggestions made for pursuing 
the industry's claim for tax relief [ | meeting of Birmingham and 
Midland branch of the CEA 

Presidiag at the meeting oo 
May. vice-chairman. detailed the p . 

Budget action taken at national k THE POLITICIANS 
He said it was felt in London th 

any idea of total abolition of tax w U 

now out of the question, but th DON T GIVE 
mainly by pressure through Cor 

vative back benchers, they might A DAMN’ 

tax relief on seats up to 2s. 6d. or 3 

during the commutt stage of the 

Fis Bill MORI 0 memt ttending 

M. Den d was easy to be wix \ : of Northern branch 
f the event but nerhaps a me i 1 about vn the Chan- 
lim d objective of this kind should 1 failed ) move the enter 
I e been aimed t instead x 
total abolition ’ . , 1a apart 

Mr. May replied that the AIT¢ ‘ rv oo 
was fully presentative and it right! - “ ~ Og we Pn 
took the view that the whole indust: j se if - , 
ceeded reliet j ld r could 

Mr. Ma id a letter in which S relief as 
Ake ler K ssking { inn lowes 
‘ " MP f th " polit 
n ‘ Fina B " " 1 dan abou 
Ww ane iff | wa next y would m 
f ax ( I ww I were votes 
ary verw 0 OH) j 1 about 
nha S A sdded ha 
ut a. 1.18a i 
( : MP Jeadw J 
} KK ‘ 1 ? m : f 
: ha Nc Cha r ad ‘ 4 ip 
Jelayiny Ww 4 j t 
which they 44 
‘ ind } a? 
M R s ‘ : " MA " “ 

Vv aid sould f x 
ha Ta in y wa ly i > Pp 
CEA 4 f tidar id b 

\ n " ff mp nent 

ALULOTY Middle-aged 
t Mr May lifficu 
pe mending th ™ ve 
» “Ml | 
R G. Watchorn sa 
| { ’ iw 
" 1 agr 4 
’ ' . On 
: x { < £ Iw 
» at f \ h good 
hb I J " vas posed I “ j sh ™ 
Fx nen n » n A ted r 
’ ’ A ™ ‘ i “Vv i d 
‘ wl n 
[ j H » then 
| mid pa 1 have 
" hh« Ww kick 
I , te send to Hug kicked rarde 
t na of the W Midian 
{ \ : is im id I ‘ ae 
B m and Midland uhib B I ' g for an 
" id a Midiand MP he iV 
and uw im f al abe 
ax li n 
} ma “ ‘ 
: mploymer , 
‘ na . < r 
; em oF pow NOBODY CAN TELL WHY 
Tree and [ord Hailshan 


TAX WAS NOT CUT’ 


CHESTER FIELD CUTS HANTS and I Dorset branch | sets and replacement tubes and thus 
CEA i emergency meet- | helped =o chief competitors to an 
L . > = ‘ lon hould amount that cannot be far short of the 
S.0 EVY . WHat SCs —— nine million pounds we pay in entertain- 
" it 1 lack of tax CON- | men sx. We must do something if we 
THE S.O. levy on th larg I re cinema are to keep going. We all realise that 
vemas in Cl terfield has been r i f Ald G. Bravery aid | unless we get some relief it means the 
, ; , t blow t« hem | closing of a jot more cinemas.’ 
juced by the Chesterficld Magistrates . 
mgt ' , . ' ry te ‘ I ever, hoping that an D. Shave (ABC) said that in addition 
from thr farthings to a halfpenny a, ‘ nade in the Finance i 
R : alam to ind writing to their 
. , MPs send a resolution 
Th houses af th Rega the n MP s of the branch from the branch to MPs in the area. He 
¥ | " “ Irging ipport 
Odeon and the Gaumont The levy, ‘gentle seat Bing SUPT proposed that they should send @ reso- 
o im rY ’ b . =? ; 2, » 
for a smaller cinema—dhe Lyceum at wt he Cha or did not help us “ on based on that which had been sent 
. h re . j -j 1 
Whittington Moor—was cut from one n . nued Ald. Bravery DY general council to the Chancellor 
farthing to a sixth of a penny a seat H : surcha tax on television lk was agreed to do this 


the 
} 


continued fight for tax relief, and in particular to secure some 
sion during the committee stage of the Finance Bill, care should be 
taken not to overburden local MPs and so make them * 
the f 


‘anu the cinema 
meeting of West Lancashire CEA, 


N. Staffs Has 
Three-Point 
Tax Plan 


A THREE-POINT plan of cam- 
paign to help persuade the Chancel- 
lor to change his mind over cinema 
tax was agreed at last week's North 
Staffs CEA branch meeting. 

They decided to: 


Send a letier to Sir Alex King pro- 


posing that the AITC should send 
letters to all Members of Parliament 
calling for their support to an 
amendment or new clause for the 


abolition of cinema tax in the Budget 
proposals ; 

Ask the government to allow a fiee 
vote on the matter in the House when 
an amendment is considered ; 
branch members 
MPs over the 
plans to send a copy of 
Sir Alex King to all CEA 
Also, the branch secretary is to 
MPs in the area asking them 
amendment demanding 
tax 


Instruct al! 
touch with their 


to get in 
matter 
cn 


he bra 


the to 
branches 
write to a 
to support 
abolition of the 
Publicity. The 
tion Company 
slogan cards 
buses And 
schedules of 
exhibitors to 
The 
company 
gested that 
departure 
mas m 
agreed 
Production Levy. The 
to write to genera] secretary 
suggesting that the 
seek a rev of the exemption limit m 
the levy scheme from £150 to £250 
TV excerpts..-Members backed 
South Wales branch resolution to «et 
film excerpts back on 
they thought there should 
from the industry as far as 
was concerned 


an 


Potteries Motor 
has agreed to 
free of charge on 
the company will 
ast-bus departure 
display in cinema 


Trac- 
fiplay 
its £i5 
provide 
times for 
fovers 
traffic manager of 
attended the mecting 
Start, boards showin 
times ol be put in vine 
principal Mernhe rs 


assistant 
who 
to 


buses 


towns 


branch agreed 
Ellis Pinkney 
association hould 


son 


television 
be contrcl 
the editing 


Concern in 
E. Counties 


LAST WEEK'S meeting of the 
Eastern Counties CEA viewed with 


great concern the Chancellor's com- 
plete ignoring of the industry's tax 
case 

Chairman Jack Jay urged every member 
to contact his MP without delay 

First rens.— Among other matters consid- 


ered were the serious effect on the smaller 
halls of extended first runs of major films 
the possibilities of a tie-up with local 
bus services in the cinema publicity cam- 
paign, and the urgent need for further 
funds by the CTBF 

§.0 levy.—The question of an approach 
to the West Suffolk County Council for 
a reduction in the Sunday opening levy, 
at presemt 74 per cemt., was delayed and 
action deferred until later in the year 
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S.ECKMAN JR CBE 
TELEPHONE CABLES @ TELEORAMS 


GROSVENOR 5421 18 BERKELEY STREET RAY MANECK 
(39 LINES) BERKELEY SQUARE LONDON 
LONDON W 1 


My dear Jim: 21st April 1959 


Happy birthday! Today is the first anniversary of SOUTH 
PACIFIC, And it is a happy day indeed for you and me and 
the companies we represent, I think you will agree that the 
wonderful results with SOUTH PACIFIC should be communicated 

to the trade, and to the exhibitors in particular, 


The gross of SOUTH PACIFIC is an all-time record for Ureat 
Britain, Not even excluding the great GONE WITH THE W1ND 

for a similar period, When it is realized that the public 

have supported SOUTH PACIFIC to such an extent that this record- 
breaking figure has been achieved in only twenty-one situations, 
it is all the more remarkable, 


Based upon these figures it is a certainty that when the 
CinemaScope version of SOUTH PACIFIC, to be released sometime 
in 1960, will have completed its runs, the gross will be far 
in excess of any film in Great Britain, including GONE WITH 
THE WIND which has had several revivals and reached a truly 
monumental figure, 


In no small measure is this gratifying result due to the ef- 
forts of the Twentieth Century-Fox Organization and to you in 
particular, May I therefore take this opportunity of thank- 
ing you on behalf of Magna Theatre Corporation, And personal- 
ly may I tell you how grateful I am for the close co-operation 
and complete harmony in which we have worked together, 


All the best, 


Very sincerely yours, 


S. ECKMAN, Jr. 


James Pattinson Esq. 
Managing Director, 
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Co, Ltd, 


-{pe Seer Biggest mma Pays te Worlds Fastet Gunmay, 


BOB HOPE « RHONDA FLEMING 
AUAs 


JESSE JK BMES 


Colour by DE LUXE 
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while the former is handicapped by 
an X. Some impediment! 
= . a 

THE OTHER day I said “ Danger 
Within" (British Lion—British) dis- 
appointed on its London release 
his was true, but it's doing out 
standing provincial business The 
cause of the temporary setback? It 
came up against block-buster ** Carry 
On Nurse.” “ Danger Within” has 
actually beaten * The Colditz 
Story” (British Lion—British) out 
of Town 

se ~ = 

A SIMILAR problem currently 
arises. “Room at the Top” and 
“Tiger Bay” (Rank—British), the 
film that made Hayley Mills, 
have collided. “ Tiger Bay s doing 
extremely w but is nevertheless 
coming off second best in the battle 


wccour it’s reall licking re 
UP WEST clease spots “Tt one oa 4 ‘the of gian 


ABC circuit on May 4. What with Many think that with the shortage 

Carry On Nurse.” “ Life In Emer- ol eally big tilms and the increased 

cy Ward 10.” and soon “The Competition from TV it's suicidal to 

e Doctor's Dilemma,’ ABC certainly P¥Ut out more than one super” at 

Oo ope an | helieves in giving its patrons the full @ “me, Vll answ the conundrum 
iment. You could do worse than OY asking another. What happens to 

, he “ Golden Square Panel! ’ the other two circuits while the third 


is coming money? It can, of course 

Pa k Th f nm a e aiso be gued that a hit film stumu 
al mierest an lesser offe : 

i em n INDEPENDENT . : Tering 


exnipitors wont " 


4 - yrenent from the »verflow 
id if they play Around Fs ae 
I World With Nothing On” a Ld . 

LAST Wi EK Compulsion stay at the Odeon, Marble Arch. Any M le), still the Cameo-Royal, WHETHER or not “ Never Steal 
(Twenticth Century-Fox Cinema- exhibitor who gives Al” the cold Cha Cross Road, or ‘“ Nudist Anything Small (Rank-Universal) 
Scope) put the West End well and shoulder should see a psychiatrist Parad (Anglo-Amalgamated-Orb is scoring on its own merit or merely 
truly back in the limelight The . . a B Hh), a stubborn success at the getting the leftovers from “ Room at 
brilliantly acted and directed trial ( phor Oxford Street Both the Top and “Tiger Bay I 
melodrama, based on the sensationa! BELIEVE ME, The Hound Of ’ ir respective box-offices wouldn't know. but it’s certainly got 
Loeb-l eopold ** perfect murder The Baskervilles (United Artists gt ff on the richt foot. Maybe veteran 
case, held at Chicago during the early Hammer—British) has done famously ir J Cagney is doing the trick 
twenties, gave the national film atthe London Pavilion. It’s attracted e € # 
critics splendid copy and, oh boy all classes and ages, so don’t get the ON RELEASE ‘ > } 

did they seize it! Many famous idea that “ The Pav” is the only WARNER'S “ The Hanging Tree 
judges attending the premiere at the tree it can profitably bark up. “ The 7 iring an old-timer, Gary 
Carlton, Haymarket, also warmly Hound” can hardly fail to prove a 1! DON'T know how much long Coop as been bearing fruit. It’s 
applauded the film, which, needless popular winner f can go on breaking records, 4 first-rate western and. as pax 
to say, had a bumper opening week n ern elastic walls, but ©*P* nce shows, they scldom fail to 
end uw % © re) figures cannot lie. Anywa rn the corm 
a a s AS I SAID recently, few films have '™ what they tell me, though I'm 5 bed e 
been so viciously mauled by the ying to persuade the incom NOW FOR the casualt * Auntie 
: : ‘ ’ iX whores to ccept min wm newer c . . 
MGM's “Some Came Running a. a ag ag I ae This brings n o “Room at the M (Warner) never got a chance 
(CinemaScope), Frank Sinatra’s latest ~ Sreee Nae See ee (British Lion-Independent oe skirts. Some say its title 
mutilation, it’s put on a bold face at nse een killed but aft ill the ge play 
vehicle, was patronised by the egg- , British) whose takines last week , = . a ee 
3 , the Odeon, Leicester Square. I still PDgsinpegs. — =e oF th name made history on 
heads, but I can assure you it got coanee ihe aieamenal The reason? John Woolf tells me, exceeded thos at t made histor 
off to a splendid start at the Empire . =e ae ro 7 — of t first lee of “ Carry on Nu Broadwa nd continues to run in 
Glossy. cunninely confected rs , sir’ ’ London 
It is, | admit, a bit long, but per- weepies re amon the ten-clt (Anglo Amalgamated—British) ; 
‘ v . ‘ t ‘ ¢ s es 
sonally I can't have too much of atest train . & = Mind you, there are two more = . bad 
Frankie, easily the screen’s most ver- “°° k o go before “Room at th AL! | can say about “ Whirl- 
satile performer * a & lop’ can cla complete victory pox (Rank—British) is that film- 
a 3 st I REGRET to say that “ The Man pic ‘ Th . vo ~d U don ’ for- g D if reluctant o take the 
In The Net" (United Artists) is find ie prnsiniiSteiain certificate. plung 

WE HAVEN'T seen Bob Hope on ing the going hard at the Gaumont. 

the “silver screen” lately, but he Haymarket. Alan Ladd’s dab at 


lively outdoor extravaganza now well. Its star values may, however 
topping the bill at the Leicester see it safely through on tour 
Square Theatre. The returns to date 


makes up for lost time in “ Alias “ who-dunnit” didn’t have a press- on rE, 
° os — 
Jesse James (United Artists), a show, which, possibly, was just as — > a 
oS a 


clearly indicate that Bob is still quite . Ld Ld . 
a draw ALTHOUGH released, “ Room At A.B.C. 
‘ The Top” (British Lion-Independent RELEASE 
® 5 s British) continues to click at the LIFE IN 


Bg Rialto, Coventry Street. In fact, so M E W + MAY 4 
TALKING of comedies, “ Carlton- heavy is the demand for seats that 
Browne Of The F.O.” (British Lion even the trade can't get “ briefs 'y! PLAZA, Piccadilly 
British) has confounded many of ‘ NOW) 
the experts by packing the Warner s a a 
Theatre for seven weeks. It departs YOU MAY consider * 
‘ / der Tonka 
today, but only because it’s released (Disney) mainly a kids’ film, but aD. 
shortly. “ The Doctor's Dilemma make no mistake, it’s dug itself in at RELEAS 
(MGM Metroscope — British), 4 Studio One, Oxford Street. It opened JULY 6 > SERIOUS CHARGE 
dazzling screen version of Bernard just before Easter, but the return F : 
Shaw’s famous play, succeeds it of the youngsters to school has had CARLTON, Hay oa 
a as . litle effect on the receipts. Who market, MAY 7 
said there isn’t magic in Disney's 
MOST staggering gatecrasher of "me? 
the West End precinct is unquestion- » e - RANK 
Na Cine Re ef THE MAN WHO DIED TWICE | « eecease 
real life gangster melodrama has THE Eros comedy “ Life in Emer eae 
relieved the cash customers of a gency Ward 10” (British) may not be A MAY 4 
king’s ransom during its month's storming the Plaza, but by all 


Latest News from the Renters 


Gala Handles U.S Films 
For First Time 


GALA’S lu f 59 off mal films, plus, 
he fi fils f An ‘ showing in the West End 
G I} Adu S S nodern version 
{Z I} Ray ! I | | I films f 
h | J d I 
fy The He of Le 
ral I " 1 Dan D I M Wil 
eux, G d Philip d D N ( Jur 
( 10 Ww In I B k 
! J d From Javan I Champ on 
. wid ov \ { drama, in East- 
" filn { ( r Miy Kitahara 
i by G 
From Italy: ber | From China: Yew Ming plays th 
iva ’ | I which tells 
M Pores d Amed Nazz ‘ ve h 
vid I n l n 
; me. G i nd bron Sweden: I S 
wv i 
‘ a I } 
R D Va a | " id of 
Fu ix d Gab 
H S , d n J featured 
ri { ) } ( 
| From Hungary: A \ drama, 
j M \ 0 ' M Torocsik 
S ‘ Ti P Peppi 
i § Paglo Siocon \ brom Russia: A is filn Th 
’ pp { () ‘ 
\ < ed ‘ i 
\ d & F evilla ) } K Ol 
| p lov I Colo | B I sk val 
\ Mo d Y will seb — (S0vcolor) 
Alb Sordi and M Alla 1 on Corvanite 
} | . n ¢ ly ul colour 
red On 0 in 
From France: Two Bard p 
I : Keep 
1) d Cu Cintas America I 1 of Wild 
f komn drama bed 3 
1) BD) \ a I 
P of t ’ 
' \ lowing 
f ds 
| Vid M } Mid Sut nd 
( ay 
! : P dd 
M K d ty 
) h | adver 
v k enum, SCREENINGS A 
} ( | n 
From Germany Ss l Night of 
’ { | Thursd 
| I Dev {GM Meuo H 
( Zuch p.m 
( lurger Jol Drew B 
| Dang K > Jor 
‘ M 1 N King 
\ | | m 
( 
J | 


i\KIA-ORA 
CUP SQUASH 
GOLDEN ORANGE SQUASH UI- 


also 


Orange or Lemon Ga. 
Firm favourites with every audience 


Kia-Ora Cup Squash Dept. 33 Rushworth St. London SE! WAT, 3063 
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20th-Fox Has 


Nine In 
Production 


CENTURY-FOX has nine 
CinemaScope pictures in 
of production, most of 
ind Broadway 


20TH 
majo 
various iges 
them based on novels 
Slag pl Lys 

Currently before the cameras are 

Holiday for Lovers,” adapted 
from Ronald Alexander's stage play, 


starring Jane Wyman, Clifton Webb, 
Gary Crosby, Carol Lynley and Jill 
St. Joh Blue Denim,” the James 
Leo Herlihy-William Nobel play, 
starring W  Berlinger and Carol 
Lyniey d \ Private’s Affair,” a 
romantic comedy with music, starring 
Christine Carere, Sal Mineo, Terry 
M ‘ d Gary Crosby 


Final Editing 


Pictures civing final editing are 
The Snow Birch,” based on John 
Ma s novel, starring Susan Hay- 
ward vith Stephen Boyd = and 
Theod Bikel Say One For Me,” 
star , Bing Crosby, Debbie 
Rey { id Robert Wagner: and 
‘The Man Who Understood 
Won rring Leshe Caron and 
Hen Fonda 
So begin production on loca- 
tion in Alaska is “ The Alaskans,” 
star John Wayne in the story of 
he Nome gold strike of the early 
IYO 
In addition, Fox will put before 
the ’ this month “ The Best 
f | vihing starring Margaret 
Leig! Hope Lange, Suzy Parker 
ind R rt Evans, based on Rona 
Jaff vest-selling novel of career 
rls New York, and *“ The Blue 
Angel vased on Heinrich Mann's 
novel, to be filmed in Germany with 
tar cast, including Curt 
Jurg d May Britt 


METRO HOUSE 


Coog Charles Chaplin, Jnr., and 
Billy D 

Ay ) MGM trade show is on 
Ap ) vhen “The Mating 
Gan vill be shown at the MGM 
theat ) am. and 2.30 p.m 

Th s about a happy-go-lucky 
famil ed by H. E. Bates in 
“ The Darling Buds of May.’ 

Br the novel to the screen 1s 
th Debhie Reynolds Tony 
Rand Paul Douglas, Fred Clark 

id t Merkel 

I | MGM trade show is on April 
1) he same place, at 10.30 a.m 
and 0 p.m 

Fror Rangers,’ im Metro- 

p d Metrocolor, is inspired by 


the nov Northwest Passage by 
Kenneth Roberts. The cast is headed 
Larsen, Buddy Ebsen and 


Reissued by Renown 


RENOWN’S “ Carry On Admiral ™ 


is to b issued on the National 
circuit on June The film, a naval 
comed stars David Tomlinson, 
Peezgy Cummins, A. E. Matthews, 
Eunice Gayson, Ronald Shiner and | 


Reece 


pthe perpetu il 


BERLIN HAILS 
A WINNER 


THE German-language version of 
‘Woman in a Dressing Gown,” re- 
tiled “Die Frau im Morgenrock,” 
received enthusiastic reviews from the 
Berlin press when it was premiered 
there recently. 

The film, which won three awards 
at the Berlin Film Festival in 1957, 
including the critics award for the 
best film, and a Silver Bear for 
Yvonne Mitchell as the best actress, 
earned such comment as: “It is an 
experience of artistic film presentation 
of humanity—and only too human.” 

“This film is worth seeing. Not 
only because of the excellent star 
presenting it in so beautifully convin 
cing a form, but especially because 
theme of a man and 
two women is handled with such tast 


and consequence Deeply 
moving Among the most 
moving experiences | have had 
recently 

The picture which stars Yvon 
Mitchell, Sylvia Syms and Anthony 
Quayle, is Lee-Thompson-Godwin- 
Willis production which is released 


by AB-Pathe 


Poitier Stars In 
‘Paris Blues’ 


SIDNEY POITIER will co-star in 
“Paris Blues,” United Artists’ 
release based on Harold Flender’s 


novel about negro 
French capita! 

The hird him for 
Brando Pennebaker Company 
* Parts Blues * gocs before the 
cameras in the autumn as a high- 
budget Technicolor production 

Additiona! members will be 
innounced soon by executive pro 
ducers Ge rge Glass and Walte: 
Seltzer, who recently completed 
‘Shake Hands With the Devil” as 


Pennebaker's first project, also for 


jazzmen in the 


Marlon 


casi 


* One-Eved 
wo k 1s l sc 


Jacks” és currently in 
cond Pennebaker film 


Trade Show Set For 
‘Shark Reef’ 


ANGLO Amalgamated’s new 
American feature “ Shark Reef” will 
be trade shown at the Hammer 


Theatre today, Thursday 

This U certificate adventure, filmed 
in Eastman Color, is set in the 
Hawaiian Islands and tells the story 
om a pearl diver who escapes after 
committing a murder. Stars are Don 
Durant, Lisa Montell and Bill Cord 


‘Al Capone’ Is Booked 
For Cunard Liners 


CUNARD, will be screening Allied 
Artists’ “ Al Capone” in its liners 
from April 30. 

The film stars Rod Steiger and 
Fay Spain. It is being released by 
AB-Pathe and goes out on general 
release on the National Circuit on 
May 25 


o-oo ee 
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Exciting news for exhibitors 
everywhere is contained in 


the letter on page seven- 


teen «e ° . . 


REVIEWS FOR SHOWMEN 


. 
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EDITED BY 


JOSH BILLINGS 


YOUR NEW FILMS AT A GLANCE 


R.T. and 
Title and Renter Certificate 
tAlias Jesse James 92 min. (U) 
(United Artists)—U.S 
Beyond This Place 89 min, (A) 


(Dyro-Renown)—British 


Eighteen And Anxious 88 min. (A 
(Rank)—U.S 


Last Temptation, The 89 min. (U 
(Intercontinental Films) 
Italian 


Man Who Died Twice, 70 min. (A 
The 
(Eros)—U.S 


Question Of Loyalty,A 49 mir 
(Warner)—U.S 


{Sapphire 92 mir 
(Rank)—British 


tWarlock 120 min 
20th Century-Fox)—U.S 


(C) SUITABLE FOR CH 


BEYOND THIS PLAC! 


Renowl British 1) Fea 
Vera Mile and Bernard 
‘ » M ‘ Setton and Joh 
D ed by Jack Cardiff. Screenpla 
/ , Direc r of photogral hy, 
Vl lirector, Muir Mathieson 
Release June 1, 1959 
ROMANTIC crime ta hased 
‘ ny sl . ler It covers «i va 
n fight » clear his father, w 
victed of murdering a woman n Live 
World War I The skilfully etched 1 
‘ drawn from the lofty and the lu 
ited and the vicious, are cleverly 
oth director and author again 
ckgrounds, and the shock climax 
Deep human interes dram 
h ‘ 1 one he overa should mak 
derable impact on the popular box-ofh | 
te British booking 
Story.—At the beginning of World W 
Patrick Mathry, a married docker, 
for the murder of a Liverpool woma I 
wa i wealthy shipowner, obsessed 
ps pe organises a petition, bu } 
Mathry escapes 1¢ «gallows he 


Stars 
Bob Hope 
Rhonda Fleming 
Wendell Corey 


Van Johnson 
Vera Miles 
Bernard Lee 


Mary Webster 
William Campbell 
Ron Hagerthy 

Anna Magnani 
Eleonora Rossi Drago 


A 


Antonio Cifariello 


Rod Cameron 
Vera Ralston 


mM ke Mazurki 


Dennis Hopper 

Paul Richards 
di Boutin 

TV e Mitche 


gel Patrick 


Richard Widmark 
Henry Fonda 
thy Malone 


(CC) EXCELLENT FOR CHILDREN 


Remarks 

De Luxe Color outdoor extravaganza telling how 
a feckless insurance salesman “ reclaims ’’ life 
policy innocently sold to notorious gunslinger. 
New and old gags slickly put over by Bob Hope, 
support eager, direction resourceful, climax 
spectacular and staging lush 

Crime melodrama based on A. J. Cronin’s best-seller 
about a young seaman who clears his Liverpudlian 
father, wrongly convicted of murder during 
World War |!. Story expertly carpentered, acting 
highly competent, romantic asides warm, twist 
ending showmanlike and atmosphere impeccable 

Sex melodrama describing high-school girl's luck- 
less love life. Tale novelettish, cast uneven, 
treatment clumsy and moral obscure 

Poignant Italian tragi-comedy about a nun whose 
affection for a small boy conflicts with her voca- 
tion Human and humorous story with strong 
feminine appeal and a magnificent virtuoso per- 
formance from Anna Magnani 

Naturama crime melodrama dealing with drug 
trafficker’s return from “ dead" to settle old 
scores, Plot holding, acting vigorous, heart 
interest popular and fade-out hectic 

‘ Big House '’ melodrama concerning dilemma of 
young convict involved in a prison murder. Tale 
straightforward, cast adequate, domestic by-play 
appealing and footage handy 

Eastman Color racial war melodrama, with “ who- 
dunnit'’ overtones, hingeing on attractive 
coloured student's murder. Characterisation 
competent, initial red herrings skilfully handled, 
London backgrounds authentic and title provoca- 
tive, but highly emotional twist-ending slightly 
confected 

CinemaScope and Eastman Color period outdoor 
melodrama covering all-out conflict between pro- 
fessional gunslingers and evil trouble makers. 
Story intelligent and meaty, types convincing, 
direction forthright, romantic sentiment agree- 
able, fights and chases gripping and staging first- 
class 


Box-Office Angle 
Capital star light booking 
(CC) 


First-rate British booking 
(C) 


Doubtful booking (NC) 


infallible booking for 
specialised halls (C) 


Good “ second ” (C) 


Reliable “ second” (C) 


Very good British offering 
(C) 


Outstanding alfresco 
“thick ear” (C) 


(NC) NOT FOR CHILDREN 


AITISH QUOTA PICTURE TIN COLOUR 
ne Twenty y 5 | » Paw. stant change of mood and settings enables the 
Math ‘ urns from Am 1, where his play to retain tts firm hold 
wther, s dead, had brought him up, and Points of Appeal.—Crowded plot, powerful 
ded by | Anderson, a p y librari nd acting, shrewd treatment, strong feminine angle, 
McEvoy porter, determines to establish his twist ending, first-class camera work, stars and 
her's rwocence Oswald shows some sym- title. 
yut Sw i drunk x-flaifoot, Sir 
M hew Spro i pol UCcally ambitious Or . SAPPHIRE 
Dal in Ogant police superintendent, and : 
Louise Bi faded, gin-soaked tart, obstruct Rank. British Photographed in Eastman 
Pau Paul, however, stumbles across a vital Color. Featuring Yvonne Mitchell, Nigel Patrick 


proves th inctuous Oswald ind Michael Craig. Produced by Michael Relph. 


sponsible for the crime attributed to Mathry Directed by Basil Dearden. Screenplay by Janet 
Meanwhile, Mathry is released but, mentally Green. Director of photography, Harry Waxman. 

; sd, seeks solace in booze and prostitutes Musical director, Philip Green. 8,259 feet. Release 

! Production.—The picture spins a_ stimulating June 1, 1959 

d exciting y from widely varied, if con- UP-TO-THE-MINUTE off-beat crime melo- 

ional threads Van Johnson, seldom drama. Photographed in Eastman Color, it 

bsent from the screen, does a particularly sound hinges on the mysterious murder of an attractive 

ob as the dedicated Paul, Vera Miles is an half-Negro music student, who had _ failed 


inderstanding | 


il ie to type as the tarnished Louise, Emlyn 
d Williams introduces a fascinating cameo as the 
loch yueer Oswald. and Leo McKern impresses as 


McEvoy Moultrie Kelsall, Jameson Clark and 
also deserve hand. A realistic ‘ 
e iid quickens interest at the start and a con- continued on page 18 


Ralph Truman 


ena, Bernard Lee never misses a 
ck as the luckless Mathry, Jean Kent is very 


tragically to get t 
gations by two 


he best of both worlds. Investi- 
Scotland Yard detectives into 
London’s coloured colony are most revealing, but 
it is as a “ who-dunnit” rather than as a 

for racial tolerance that the play makes its mark. 
fhe cast 1s, on the 


the whole, highly competent, 
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TELEPHONE TELEGRAMS 
GERRARD 9234 (40 Lines) BRITCIN-PICCY -LONDON 


ASSOCIATED BRITISH CINEMAS LIMITED 


DIRECTORS 


ERIC G.MFLETEMER, CUO. 30-31,GOLDEN SQUARE 
crumusa LONDON, W. I. 
ROBERT CLARK. MA,LLB 


J. M.MCOONALO,C.A. SECRETARY 
W CARTUDGE, GENERAL MANAGER . 
MANAGING DIRECTORS OFFICE 


14th April, 1959. 


Dear Nat and Stuart, 


This is a particularly happy letter for me 
to write, since I am now able to confirm that 
Anglo's Peter Rogers’ production, "CARRY ON NURSE", 
has, on its London release engagements on the 
Associated British Circuit, broken every record 
for any film, British or American,ever to play 
our theatres ...beating the previous best - "THE 
DAM BUSTERS" - by a resounding margin of 7 per 
cent. That is not all. Every pre-release 
presentation completed to date has recorded 
commensurate phenomenal results, and I am 
confident that even the London business will be 
eclipsed by the establishment of a new national 
ABC record. 


To those of us who have abounding confidence 
in the future of our industry, "CARRY ON NURSE" i 
a splendid stimulant, proving conclusively that 
there is a bigger potential than ever for the right 
type of picture. "CARRY ON NURSE" is just that. 


S 


My sincere congratulations to you both, 
Peter Rogers and the Director, Gerald Thomas. 


Yours sincerely, 


D.J. GOODLATTE 


Anglo Amalgamated Film Distributors Ltd., 
Hammer House, 

Wardour Street, 

London, W,1. 


Story 


ed. \ 


and Li 


ac I 


H izard 


ta) 


vd 


subtly as the inhibited Morgan, and Dorothy 
Malone and Dolores Michaels register in con- 
t Lily and Jessie. Its supporting types are 
lso Idly etched. The bizarre saloon interiors 
prove most effective, while broad exteriors, “shot” 
mainly at night, further heighten atmosphere. 


Points of Appeal.—Actionful and thoughtful 
tar obvious feminine angle, 
CinemaScope, Eastman Color 


SU ‘d cast 


; ALIAS JESSE JAMES 


American (U). Photographed in 


Sapphire, a mus ident Neg De Luxe Color Directed Norman Z 
veins. She was preg ( McLeod. Featuring Bob Hope, Rhonda Flem- 
David Ha Gar dd ne and Wendell Corey, 8.313 feet. Release 
friend. wh id on d d June 1, 1989 
loured M s, David , OUTDOOR § extravaganza, photographed in 
fat d M d d Dav Kd d De Luxe Colo | deals with a feckless insurance 
ist r j d Also D Kk . ! who sells Jess J nes the notorious 
Sapp Drone d Sapy I ‘ i ), a hfe policy, bu discovers his 
oO dropp wher lw | d ld folly nd. prodded by his boss, luckily 
) W H d and royd rn prevel his trigger-happy cli from pulling a 
77 I d Turtivens f J ridd ! on Bob Hope adequately supported. 
f Say dn diy parodies a the cl of time-hon- 
} f i i I d western, including brea ss chases. Rol- 
Doctor Robt to tl Harris ! J k » disarming fun. wll take the high- and the 
x | d Mild w-brows out of themselves. Capital light book- 
d 7 fe s ) > I 
Production.—1 j " Story.—-Milford Farnsworth, a nilwit insurance 
f d rtf i f sent West to p ct his companys 
fl ind f < hundred thousand dollar 
N Pp " d Mic! ( ‘ J Jan gunman Mil- 
d H d 11 ford’s object ts her to buy ck the policy or 
Mas | demands as David iJ En route, Jes ds up Milford’s 
M M H j ong her thing rvrabs the premium 
M Ou | du cours M d reaches Jesse's 
1 Mildred. I d but promptly eg o all kinds of 
" | wily Je ins to polish 
ds 1 f 1 Milford. have the body fied as his own 
d p Mild | | he msur c M inwhile The 
rT “ > s, a glamorous singe 1 Jesse's “ inten- 
: led.” for Milford ded by her 
Points of Appeal.—P Milford niually outwits J Subsequently 
d ked ) M j d The Duchess b he parents of 
i flaw t dj 
aad 1 ( Production. The film stag rious slapstick 
nd n ¢t Ss, p ed by owdy 
des gains sque scenery 
WARLOCK luces popul Ame IV guest stars 
bh ¢ } , W i Bond. James Arness, H » O'Brian, Gail 
p } ” ( G Autry ul J Garner into us 
Dy } ‘ } High Noon climax Bob Hope makes 
I D + f original crach d  reburnishes 
R V } Milford. W fell Corey takes 
vy as Jesse Rhonda Fleming 
RI L' tI yes is IT} Du ss Gloria 
it ‘ l Will W rr id M Young also do 
| Moreov its SO tuneful, and 
! . . rita 1 day 
‘ i vc i i 
Points of Appeal._Jolly lemanding tale 
i vert nce bv Bob H stute d on 
' De Luxe Color and t 
tHE MAN WHO DIED TWICE 
Story. —4 K / fmericar 1). Naturan Directed by Joe 
t W Ka I wi Rod Can Vera Ralston 
S | VU Mazurki. 6.324 feet. Release May 4 
| 1989 
! WORK MANLIKE crime m lrama, presented 
‘ ft. H dg N i Ik concerns a d trafficker who 
S Pp bu d d returns from the grav to 
“ h } i j with his 1 There is a 
M i 1 Jo ! read and 1 ightly spun by 
‘ | M ‘ d directo f links rugged 
M t ved highlights. By and large, satis- 
\ McQ f Jo il tack. Good ynd 
Jo ( Story After identufying charred remains 
J ! d n ish vicum as thos f her husband, 
j S P M | 1 B Lynn, a nigl ub singer, sees 
ri k ; investigators murdered. The killer 
ut W ck | tor J slice and Lynn, suff g from shock, 
} vip Met »W 1 h vospital. Bill, TJ husky brother 
Mi Clay tne scene comple ly unaware of his 
: j hoo : him. P j ». Later, the cops find heroin in 
t! W 1 ¢ I ut and set a tran. Santoni and 
ft ) H rm men for a drug trafficker, fall 
Production I d “ t, but are subsequently bumped off 
4 } “ ! ds w mp } \ juncture, TJ., secretly dope peddler, 
wa d f ind it is then revealed that he was the 
) He I d He attempts Lynn's life, but the police 
0) th I ’ : n first and the innoc Bill solaces his 
Wid k 10 ly t low 
J Ant Ju J diff Production.—The picture deals with an era in 
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than new, ground, but keeps well on the move 
and gives a violent twist to its tale. Vera Ralston 
meets modest acting and vocal demands as Lynn, 
Rod Cameron is a lusty Bill, and Don Megowan 
seizes his chances as the elusive T.J. Its support- 
ing types, too, register. The salutary climax 
carries quite a kick, its staging is more than 
idequate, and there are a couple of songs for 
good measure, 

Points of Appeal.—Taut tale, attractive 
competent team, obvious woman's angle, 
hectic finale and Naturama 


and 


title, 


A QUESTION OF LOYALTY 


Warner, American (A). Directed by W 


aiter 


Doniger. Featuring Dennis Hopper, Paul 
Richards and Judi Boutin. 4,414 feet. Release 
not fixed 
STOCKY “big house" melodrama. It deals 
with a bookmaker’s runner, recently married, 
who goes to prison rather than split on his 


boss, but is soon confronted by other “* lovalties 


Dennis Hopper makes the most of the “ delin- 
quent’s dilemma,” while tender domestic asides 
punctuate the realistically staged rough stuff 
Reliable ** second 

Story.—Eddie Novak, a young “ bookie” 
whose wife, Frances, expects a baby, is arrested 


for taking bets, but won't reveal the name of his 
backer. He gets a 5 s imprisonment and sees 
Lupo and Bucci, vicious convicts, and Weaver, 
a corrupt guard, murder an official. Later, Eddie, 
wrongly suspected of squealing, is beaten up. To 
avoid further bashings, he writes a note contain- 
ing details of the murder and gives it to Doctor 
Moss, the prison chiatrist The hoodlums 
then kidnap Frances and threaten her life unless 
Eddie hands over the letter. Eddie survives the 
subsequent gun battle and finally decides to 
testify against the thugs 

Production. he picture hasn't the literary 
quality of John Galsworthy’s classic, but at least 
it roves the fallacy of the saying “ honour 
among thieves.” Dennis Hopper wins some sym- 
pathy as the misguided Eddie, Judi Boutin is an 
ippealing Frances, and Paul Richards, Kenneth 
Alton and Gregory Walcott look their parts as 
Lupo, Bucci and Weaver. Its chases and fights 
carry conviction, 1 all moral issues are solved 
before the curtain drops 

Points of Appeal.-Punchy plot, virile team, 
iuthentic backgrounds and useful length 

EIGHTEEN AND ANXIOUS 

Rank American. (A). Directed by Joe Parker 
Featuring Mary Webster, William Campbell and 
Ron Hagerthy 8.024 feet Release not fixed 

TAWDRY tee melodrama, unfolded 
against small tow mackgrounds. It’s about an 
attractive high-sct g whose young husband 
dies suddenly. lit leaving her carrying the 
baby. The heroine's missing marriage lines are 
its pivot, but seamy and shoddy sex asides 
quickly debase the drama. It'll make average 
adults, let alone nagers’, faces red Doubt- 
ful booking 

Story.—Following her secret wedding to Jack 
Baynes, a high-schoo! youth, Judy, a teenager, 


finds herself a widow and pregnant. Nobody be- 


lieves she is mar d and Harvey Graham. het 
unfeeling stepfath bundles her off to a clinic 
Judy's mother, L« adopts "’ Judy's son, but 
Judy leaves home and secures a job as a waitress 
Danny Fuller, a disc jockey. falls for Judy, but 
she throws her cap at Pete Bailey, an unsavoury 
trumpet player. Meanwhile, her marriage certifi- 
cate is found and both her own folk and Jack's 
want to make amends, but Judy walks out on 
them. Pete promises to marry Judy, but, after 


they get drunk and spend the night together, he 


lets her down. Judy then attempts to kill herself 
in a car crash, but survives and finds happiness 
with Danny 

Production.—The picture sets out presumably 
to illustrate woman’s—and man’s—inhumanity to 
woman, but a crude script alienates sympathy for 
the heroine. Mary Webster puts some feeling 
nto the unrewarding part of Judy, and Ron 


Hagerthy registers as Danny, but William Camp- 
horror as Pete 


bell is a Muck-raking. accom- 
panied by ear-splitting hot rhythm, it has only 
one box-office asset—a catchpenny title 

Points of Appeal.-Labe! 
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Scots Are 
Indignant 


SCOTTISH BRANCH decided to 


Chancellor Under Fire at CEA Branches 


BUDGET A 
K.0 BLOW 


“TO EVERYONE in the area the 


send this telegram to the Chan- | Budget was a knockout blow,” 


cellor at last week's meeting: 


declared chairman R. P. Rutherford 


“Dumbfounded and indignant at | at an emergency meeting of North 
complete omission of cinema tax | Western branch CEA, 


relief in your Budget, Future cinema 
closures, unemployment, jcopardising 
of film industry can only follow 
unless you give immediate recon- 
sideration in the committee stage of 
the Finance Act for abolition of this 
discriminatory cinema tax.” 


Sir Alex King led the debate by refer- 
ring to the “‘ blow received by the whole 
industry... An unanswerable case had 


been put up and # was nothing short of 
tragedy that this discriminatory § tax 
against the cinema industry had not been 
abolished 

Since the Budget he had spoken to 
more than 20 MPs of all parties. With 
Out exception all were quite sure the tax 
would be abolished. He hoped fhat the 
Chancellor and his advisers had not con- 
cluded that all the talk about rationalisa- 
tion and the new booking schemes were 
the solution to the industry's problems 

For three thousand independent exhibi- 
tors the abolition of the tax could mean 


survival. The Chancellor should also be 
reminded that in cinemas all over the 
country Old Age Pensioners were given 


three hours’ entertainment for sevenpence 


These old people could only get this 
privilege if the cinemas kept open 
tre was still the committee stage of 

the bill 

Every MP should be contacted and they 
must press the Chancellor and try to 
euenvince him either to abolish tax com 
pletely or extend the tax-free allowance 
to 3s 

In a full year this would only cost 
the Chancellor £7} million 


Harold Wilson had stated quite clearly 
that the Chancellor should have taken 
the Opportunity this year to abolish once 
and for all entertainments tax on cinemas 
However, if the Labour Party won the 
mext election the earliest they could intro- 
duce abolition would be next April 

J. K. S. Poole said there was an atti- 
tude abroad that the trade had to be 
rationalised, and at the expense of the 
independents 

“We bitterly resent the government's 
tendency to encourage monopolies and to 
expect that the trade must be ration- 
alised,”’ he said. “ The time has come 
when we have got to cease to be neutral 
The time to be polite and pleasant is 
past.”” 

George 
would be 


Singleton 
justified 


thought 
in using 


exhibitors 
the strongest 


really shocking that we 
treated,"" he said. “‘ We 
have a statutory law to encourage British 
films. Why are we the people who have 
to carry the whole burden of British film 
production? "’ 

This so-called Opportunity Budget might 
go down in history as the one that had 
killed the industry 


(UV). 
Anna 


Intercontinental Films. 
Mario Camerini. 


Italian 
Featuring 


Eleonora Rossi Drago, Antonio Cifariello. 8,015 


feet 


POIGNANT, sentimental Italian tragi-comedy 
with a religious background. Its central character 
becomes too deeply 
attached to a deserted littke boy and finds her 
maternal instinct at odds with her vocation. A 
Anna Mag- 
Infallible booking for specialised halls. 


and hard- 
working nun, is sent by her Mother Superior 
in Rome to supervise the closing of a tumble- 
the Gulf of 


is a resouceful nun who 


fine showcase for the 


nani. 


magnificent 
Story.—Sister Letizia, a practical 


down convent on an island in 


THE LAST TEMPTATION 
Directed by 


It was decided to send a telegram 
to the Chancellor that members were 
aghast at the Budget decision and 
on behalf of 213 cinemas and their 
staffs “plead with you for relief 
from entertainments tax and request 
you to reconsider your decision dur- 


} and discriminatory 


ing the committee stage and lift this | 


unjust and discriminating burden.” 
Mr. Rutherford said he had asked 
loca! film renters and other people 
connected with the trade to contact 
their MPs in support of tax relief. 
Members of the North Western branch 


said Mr. Rutherford, had put in a lor of 
hard work interviewing MPs. who ap- 
peared to be sympathetic to the case for 
the abolition of entertainments tax 

One branch had suggested that the (rade 
should pres for an amendmen to the 


Finance Bill, for the tax to be removed on 


admission prices up to 43s. instead of 
Is. 6d. as at present 
That would be a great help to exhib 


tors. He had heard it mentioned that 
it was unusual for the Chancellor to give 
tax remission to the same industry in 
two successive years, but it was also un 
usual for amy particular trade in this 
country to go “‘ down the chute" so 
quickly, due mainly to television competi- 
thon 


E. Johnson said he had seen the view | 
expressed in the press that one of the 
reasons why the Chancellor had ignored 
the case for tax abolition was that his 


advisers believed that abolition of the tax 
might delay the concentration of the in 
dustry which they considered inevitable 
and desirable. He considered that gave 
exhibitors a great deal to worry about if 
it reflected the views of MPs 

The chairman said 
concerned possibly did not 
the point of view of the exhibitors 

Cilr. T. T. Pilling described the £9} 
million which the Chancellor collected in 
eniertainmenis .ax 4s a relative flea- 
bite." The ugly thing rearing its head 
was “‘ concentration,’’ or as it had been 
called, rationalisation 

The time had come to ask the govern- 
ment to put its cards on the table 

The chairman suggested that Clie. Pil- 
ling should submit a notice of motion on 
the subject, for discussion at the next 
mecting of the branch 

When it was suggested that a resolution 
should go to the Chancellor asking for the 
removal of tax on seats up to 2s. 6d. or 
3s.. a member pointed out that the tax 
campaign was based on total abolition 
but there now seemed to be 3 move to 
press for relief on seats up to a certain 
figure 


Magnani, 


devotion conflicts with 
ordered back to 


comtrite step-father. 


the correspondent: | 
understand | 


Naples. On her first evening at the debt-ridden | 
convent, Sister Letizia meets a ragged, unwanted | 
little boy, Salvatore, and is immediately drawn | 
to him. The boy's mother is a widow who, despite | 
her affection for him, leaves him in the nun’s | 
care while she goes to Naples 
husband who wants nothing to do with the boy. | 
Through her love for her small charge, Sister 

Letizia re-opens the nun’s school for children 

and sets about salvaging the convent. 
favouring the boy above the other children, her 
her i 
Rome, 

Salvatore with her; but, finally, she realises that 
the boy needs his mother and, stopping off in 
Naples, she returns him to his parent and his 


Production.—The film svmpathetically explores 


| that 


| ably 


Still Some Chance—So 


‘Bombard’ 


Your MPs 


ENTERTAINMENTS tax and levy were the principal subjects of discus- 
sion at the committee meeting and quarterly general meeting of Manchester 
| and District CEA last week. 


A telegram was sent to the Chan- 


cellor expressing dismay at his 
Budget decision and pleading on 
behalf of 220 members and their 


stafls for relief of entertainments tax 
and for his help during the com- 
mittee stage to remove “ this unjust 
burden.” 


J. Mather, presiding, said it was 
not only entertainments tax and levy 
were closing the cinemas, but 
also the change in demand for popu- 
lar entertainment. Some people said 
people would return to the cinemas 
if the right type of films were 
shown, but there were not sufficient 
of these films 

** Whether we 
n atiendances I can't 
The biggest 
ne Mmeeges bioOwW we 

Budget The 


unfair 


struck the bottom 
say,’" added M:; 
disappoinument 
have ever had—is 
cinemas are struggling 
competition and untaxed 


have 


the 
agains 
amusements 
biggest competitor is television 
has helped the tele 
which is making big pro 
reduced purchase tax on 
and shing the tax on 
television tubes 

Yet he could not afford £92 million 
for the abolition of entertainments tax 
With the present trend, the yield from 
entertainments tax is likely to be consider 
han £9 million im the coming 


television abo! 


repiacement 


sets 


year.”" 
There was a possib 
being granted during 
Sir Alex King 
was important 
bombard their 
semvatives—stressing 
Il. Cohen expre 
Chancellor, in not giv 
influenced by the 
which appeared to 
badly.” 
The 


ty of tax relief 
he committee stage 
optimistic, but it 
exhibitors should 
particularly Con. 
need of tax relief 
the view that the 
ing tax relief, was 
records of the circuits 
doing “* not too 


the 


ssed 


be 
chairman pointed out that there 
were cinemas with 1,500 seats taking less 
monev that some with 300 or 400 seats 
The circuits had given all the help pos- 


sible in the tax campaign. If the circuits 
did make more profit as the resuk of tax 
relief, the Chancellor would get a lot of 


that back in profits. tax 

C. P. Brown said he had written to 
the Chancellor expressing regret that no 
relief had been granted. He pointed out 
that he, and many more managers, had 
spent the whole of their business lives 
in the ‘business and were in great danger 
of being thrown on the scrap heap 

J. Brearley commented that tax relief 
would not be an end to exhibitors’ diffi- 
culties. It would only be a palliative 
The main problem was to get people Back 
co the cinema 


Statutory levy.—The chairman reported 


the life of 


drama, 


with her new | 


But in 


faith. When 
she decides 


she is 
to take 


ting is shrewdly 
particularly 
play with the children. The emotional relation- 
ship—between the nun and the little boy—is well 
developed and should have a tear-jerking impact 
on the female members of the audience. As the 
boy’s mother 
Drago and Antonio CifarieHo are convincing. 
While Piero 
the young urchin. But it’s Anna Magnani’s glow- 
ing performance 
joy of a touching, charming film. 


Points of Appeal. 
with strong feminine 
nerformance 


that at the general council meeting, T. I 


Massicks (Essoldo), of the Northern 
branch, suggested that the CBA should 
press for the exemption limit for the 


paymem of the levy to be increased from 


£150 two £250 

Since then, he (Mr Mather) had re- 
ceived from Mr. Massicks a letter which 
stated: “* A very singular thing has come 
to light. In working out some figures a 
colleague of mine informs me that in 


1952 there were 315 films over 7,000 feet, 
film hire and levy totalled £26} millions, 
giving am average earning of the film at 
£34,000. In 1958, there were 260 films 
over 7,000 feet, the film hire and levy 
totalled £26 millions, giving the earning 


(average) per picture of £100,000. Thus 
works out that feature films Mm _ this 
country earned 20 per cent. more than 


they did in 1952, yet the average net ecarn- 
ings of cinemas, notwithstanding tax re- 
fiefs and increased prices, have not in- 
creased since 1952."’ 

L. D. Paul suggested that 
should write to the Board of 
the exemption limit 
higher figure 

On the proposition of Mr. Brearley, the 
mecting endorsed the recommendation of 
the committee that a letter be sent to 
the President of the Board of Trade ask- 
ing for the exemption limit for the pay- 
ment of levy to be increased from £150 te 
£250 

Conference fees,—-Referring to the 
forthcoming CEA Conférence at Brighton, 


the branch 
Trade ask- 
to de at a 


Mr. Cohen said he regarded it as an 

imposition that exhibifors attending the 

conference, other than delegates, were 

required to pay a cegistration fee of 
> 


The chairman explained that it was not 


CEA headquarters that charged the fee, 
but the particular branch which had to 
cover the expenses. The delegates were 
duty bound to attend 

Mr. H. Woolf: “It is a question of 
economics, Branches are not very wealthy 
today.’ 


TV competition.—Mr. Cohen mentioned 


that Monday night Business used to be 
good, but it certainly was not good now 
because of télevision. The chairman said 
this was the general experience through- 
out the country 

C. P. Brown was of the opinion that 
the trade would recover just as it did on 
the introduction of talkies. but the chair- 


man was not so Optimistic 


Sunday conditions. Correspondence 
from Capital and Provincial News 
Theatres, Ltd.. on the subject of the 
Manchester licence condition relating to 
the admission of children to Sunday 
shows, was submitted to the committee 
Children under the age of 16 can be 

continued on page 26 


1 working nun and the convent set- 
used for humour as well as 
in scenes of the nuns at 


and step-father, Eleonora Rossi 


Boccia is delightfully appealing as 


as the that is the chief 


nun 


Title: warm, human story 
appeal; magnificent star 


-A H-. 


Bill solaces his panied by ear-splitt 
one box-office asset 


Production. pic j with an era in Points of Appeal. 
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: THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE GOES TO THE 


Twentieth Century-Fox premiered COMPULSION at London's Carlton, Haymarket, on Thursday last week. The Lord Chief Justice and other leading lawyers 
were among the guests. (1) Larry and Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Pattinson, Sir Anthony and Lady Hawke and Jimmy Pattinson. (2) Lord Chief Justice Parker, Shirley 
Jones, Sir Laurence Dunne and Colonel Wilson. (3) Larry and Mrs. Kent, Mr. and Mrs. G. Batts. (4) Sam and Mrs. Eckman. (5) Doreen, Lady Brabourne, 


ur. ‘ a, © ou Liwati « ewe” = - Ss eel £ 
working nun, is sent by her Mother Superior Naples, she returns him to his parent and his hy ‘a 
in Rome to supervise the closing of a tumble- comtrite step-father with strong 
down convent on an island in the Gulf of Production.—The film sympathetically explores performanc M. H 


Points of Appeal.—Title: warm, human story 
feminine appeal; magnificent star 
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PREMIERE OF 20th-FOX’s ‘COMPULSION’ 


Lord Chief Justice Parker and Lady Parker. (6) Arlene Dahl. (7) Sonja Henie and Niels Onsted. (8) John Van Eyssen and Shirley Goulden. (9) Sir Laurence 
Dunne and Colonel Wilson. (10) Dr. Edith Summerskill and her husband. Dr. Jeffrey Samuel. (11) Sir Edmund Davies and his daughter Elizabeth. (12) Lady 
Lund, Sir Thomas Lund and Lord Brentford 
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ISH PRODUCTIO 


Baxter Wants to Make 
A Serious Sequel 


THE LIFT which sedaitely takes 
you to the film production offices of 
John Baxter—four floors ibove 

Auntie Mam London's Adelphi 
theat must be the most theatrical 
ever associated with the film busir 
It is elegantly furnished with tapest 
chair and occasional tabl ind daily 
it reminds film produ Bax of 
his a with the | ‘ 

For 63, produ Bax , 
foot in two Imps He has fift 
fifiy irrangem ‘oO mak { ur 
filins wi Jack Hylton, and i Isc 
a clir if Hylton’s company whic 
supplies live shows for televisior 
‘Pretty bad’ 

I mak » apo s fo S 
he said On the contrary. I vk 
one medium shows | of 
the other I mean, sor rf j | 
vision is pretty bad l t S 
imes I look at the s d h 
"Ah. this will soon nd them |} k 
to the pict 

Unfortu y, I 70 
inema and wnY PDP | 
their telev n 

Telev . I ° we . —_ 
developing ; wn unigu ppor 

nit I t 
of 

undard f . : 

ny nas 

le j 
Happy 

I k “ fi dite for 

) N BB I 
Iw t [ 
H i v 

\ I k s 
in “ | ’ 

work I | 

i d ous 

Ip it he dt \ 
to wy } pu 
‘ fl 
Gimmicks 

yes t I n & I wa 
to avoid ti obvious mick t 
who now at the | 
vision wa b who will | I 
obscul i h nd of rl \ 
We are building this $$ rf) 
much on gimmicks Are “ 

Gimmick imes find 


PHONE GER: 0831-5 


STUDIO FILM 
LABORATORIES L® 
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j PROCESSING 
IND fk | ; 


RINTING 


71 DEAN ST. LONDON W.1 


ippeal t mtry when we 
J ly 
D H j f nce 
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of his 
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fa ifts 
. 1 
n j f n long 
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know what I 
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HOt pic 
I ] story of 
t | tu to he 
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ly id Th 
f k eood 
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t Wirector Robert Siodmak and actor Tony Britton take time out on the 
4 set of George Minter’s THE ROUGH AND THE SMOOTH, now in 


the last week of shooting at MGM Studios i 
capacity the time—that's the only | television work of producer Anthony 


them economical! 


way lo n 


A 
David Deutsch is producing Inde- 
pendent’s current production: “ Blind 
Date I s directed by Joseph 
Losey and stars Hardy Kruger, Stan- 
ley Bak nd Micheline Presle 
® * LJ 
“$.0.S. PACIFIC” — starring 
Richard Attenborough, Pier Angel, 
John Gregson, Eva Bartok and Eddie 
Constar began location filming 
in the Car Islands on Monday 
John Na produces and the director 


Guy Green with Wilkie Cooper 
ighting It will be distributed by 
Associates 


The returns after five weeks 
for int it Pinewood 

Meanwhile distributor Box (* please 
don't ¢ rY producer now “) has 
another { ire ready to go at the 
end of J 

] w based on the science 
fiction 1 Day of the Triffids,”’ 
John Temple Smith producing 

_ J uy 

NAME change ‘Bouts in the 
Belfry which Monarch is making 
ut Wa for Eros is now to be 

illed “And the Same to You.” 
a s 7” 

TITLE of Hammer's next Bernard 
Bresslaw om formerly “* Mad 
Pashern Love has been changed 
to * The Ugly Buckling.” 

The company is now negotiating 
to add Bruce Forsyth to the cast 

They would also like to see For- 
syth in another subject and have 
ilready registered the titlke—‘“ I'm in 
Charge 

Says J es Carreras: “ No, we're 
not go into television! I hope 
we're taking the best from tele- 
vision 


THE FIRST five episodes of 
Rank’'s levision series “ Interpol 
Calling have been delivered to 
Ameri to ITC which is the dis- 
tributing side of the Jack Wrather 
Organisation 

I gather they are delighted at the 
quality of the serics—the first ever 


Perry. 


Directed by Pennington Richards, 
the series is due to be completed 
around November 


Meanwhile Perry is working on a 
second series, “ specially tailored” 
for television, which will start soon. 


Actress Yvonne Mitchell is now in 
Paris engaged in writing and research 
ym the Project 


HARRY SALTZMAN has bought 
the screen rights of Alan Sillitoe’s 
novel “ Saturday Night and Sunday 
Morning,” and added it to his forth- 
coming production programme. The 
book, a drama set in the industrial 
Midlands, was previously owned by 
Joseph Janni 


i? | a” a 
SHOOTING 
Park this 


mated’s new 


started at Merton 
week on Anglo Amalga- 
thriller, “ The Witness 

Julian Bond has scripted 
John Salt's original story and 
cast is headed by Greta Gynt, 
mot Walsh and Russell Napier 
Greenwood produces and 

Muller is handling very 
feature as director 


Unit includes 
(production manager), John Wiles 
(lighting cameraman), Wilf Arnold 
(art director), Bill Shore (first assist- 
ant director) 


from 
the 
Der- 
Jack 
Geoff 


his first 


Jom O'Connolly 


ANTHONY DEL GUIDICE is 
negotiating the production of a new 
television scries—to be directed by 
Vittorio de Sica—which starts pro- 
duction at the end of this year or 
eatly 1964 
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MANSHIP ; 


Our Industry Must Unite On 
The Publicity Front 


SHOWMANSHIP, from the days of the old 
showman with his flair for exaggeration and 
extravagant gestures, has now gained a much wider 
meaning. No longer is it associated only with 
the “ barker” technique. It now embraces all 
the finer points of publicity and public relations. 

In the latter field, individual theatres have made 
great strides forward. The direct selling of parti- 
cular products has been carried out mainly by 
these means, and the overall impact at the vital 
sales point has been increased because the auto- 
matic sales resistance to direct pub‘icity has been 
reduced to the minimum. 

In the wider field of our industry's public re- 
lations the steps forward have been much slower. 
The larger organisations have, it is true, built up 
within themselves a complex and effective public 
relations front. 

Film producing and distributing companies, 
when unrelated to the wider field of exhibition, 
have understandably concentrated only on the 
direct sales of their product, public relations 
forming only a part of this direct sale to consumer 
by producer. 

In any industry, no one can operate singly. It 
has to be a combined effort if the maximum bene- 
fits are to be gained. In most large distributive 
and selling fields a unified selling front has been 
achieved where the basic nature of the product 
does not vary. 

In our industry we have to sell films: the in- 
dividual sales of particular products can come 
secondary to that one basic fact. We have within 
the industry many separate public relations 
fronts, adequate for their particular purpose but 
on the major issue of industry representation, 
they constitute a dangerous factor. 


THE COMPANY 


IS CINE-VARIETY 


THE CINEMA has had laid at its door the 
responsibility for death of the variety theatre 
When films arrived the “ closed " notices started 
to appear over the theatre contents bills, and 
except for the few that went in for nude shows, 
variety as it was known in the days of the 
Holborn Empire pretty well ceased to exist. 

Today there is an ever-increasing number of 
reports from managers staging live shows at their 
theatres. Perhaps not quite the same as the old 
variety but, nevertheless, with the same spark 
and inspiration. 

The cinema and the live theatre, have it seems, 
combined to combat that other medium, tele- 
vision. Cine-variety may still provide a pattern 
for the future—it flourished in the thirties and 
was responsible for those massive 2,000 or 3,000- 
seating cinemas. 

It pulled in an audience that could fill to over- 
flowing such halls, and the day may still arrive 
when cine-variety will again be the top entertain- 
ment attraction. 

Alfred Crisp, Odeon, Southend-on-Sea, did not 


The public can so easiiy become confused by 
conflicting reports. Talking on the Budget to 
those outside the industry, even to Members of 
Parliament, I found this danger. 

The big success certain filme were having, the 
large salaries stars receive and the overall resu'ts 
shown on the balance sheets of the major organ'- 
sations—all these were thrown at me. 

The industry's own habit of shouting success 
all the time on individual pictures, and stars had 
worked against it. 

This diversity is the main weakness of the in- 
dustry. The trade organisations are perhaps the 
weakest section of all, with conflicting and diverse 
views on almost every problem, except the need 
for tax reduction. And even here they differ on 
the way to achieve it. 

It must become obvious that we need more 
than ever a unified public relations front. For 
every activity associated with direct public con- 
tact should, on major issues, be co-ordinated. 

The major concerns should quickly realise that 
the main platform for any tax reform lies, not in 
their own position but in that of the small man, 
the lower grades of staff and the overall service 
cinema can give to the public. 

We have continually stressed the need for an 
all-industry public relations organisation. Let us 
for once learn from experience and realise that 
letters to Chancellors and delegations to West- 
minster are only the final peg of the campaign. 

The main part is in everyday reportage on 
cinema and its wider refations with the public and 
the administrators. 

In the field of showmanship, we may lead the 
field in ballyhoo, but in the finer aspects of the 
subject we have a great dea) to learn. 


OF SHOWMEN 


COMING BACK? 


have the two mediums combined but brought to 
the cinema a new through the presen 
tation of London's Festival Ballet. This company, 
which fills the Festival Hall at each of its annual 
seasons, is fast Becoming one of the major ballet 
ittractions 

Most of the advertising had, of necessity, to be 
in the general run of theatre coverage but there 
was still the spark of cinema showmanship 

Attractive foyer displays feature pictures of the 
main dancers, and others, linked with a recording 
company, showed the wide selection of recorded 
ballet music 

Press gave good general coverage, with special 
features on the principal dancers 

The Festival Ballet also had an engagement at 
the Gaumont, Ipswich, and D. P. Lowe concen- 
trated his first assault in the windows of the 
music dealers. The first press mention was an 
appeal for lodgings—the large company of 100 
dancers and 50 members of the orchestra could 
not be accommodated in the available hotels. 

During its visit, the ballet became the top news 


lie . 
1ugience 
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NEW MEMBERS 


T. W. HAWKINGS, Ritz, Cambuslang. 


W. POLLARD, Odeon, Ashton-under- 
Lyne. 
D. C. SHELTON, Odeon, Walton-on- 


Thames. 
E. TYRER, Reo, Fazakeriey. 
C. K. WATTS, Odeon, Torquay 
THIRD SEAL OF MERIT 


J. G. CAMPBELL, Regal, Coatbridge. 
(Life Member No. 217.) 


story in all papers, with general coverage on the 
programme and feature articles on the principals. 
A composite page was even arranged and | am 
sure the organisers appreciated the full and 
different approach the cinema makes to selling its 
programmes 
ore in keeping with good old variety was 

Jimmy Shand and his Company at the Gaumont, 
Dundee. R. Wood managed to place press stories 
with action pictures on most of the individual 
acts 

Again the old cinema 
laundry parcels, factory 
window displays were used 

It is nothing unusual these days to have con- 
tests run in conjunction with films, but | am 
always amazed that they gain any kind of patron 
participation, as invariably the prizes that are 
offered, particularly when television hands out 
cars, houses and top money prizes, are so small. 

For “The Captain’s Table” a Miss Bikini 
contest was run by three major South London 
cinemas—-Odeon, Camberwell, Gaumom, Lewis- 
ham, and the Trecadero, Elephant and Castle 


faithfuls, leaflets in 
innouncements and 


Personal Appearance 


Another participant was the -South London 
Press, and this tie-up completed the chain, 
audience participation, a good advertising plat- 
form, attractive prizes and 
clinch them all. 

Reginald Beckwith made a personal appearance 
at the Trocadero and was received by the mayor 
and mayoress of Southwark 

At the Stork Club, Streatham 1 special 
“ Captain's Table” night was held and John 
Gregson came along to appear with the winners 
of the contest in an impromptu floor show 

All round the press was outstanding and added 
to the normal run of publicity it made the whole 
campaign a fine co-operative effort, which must 
have benefited all the theatres concerned. 

Brian O'Farrell, Gaumont, Lewisham, had two 
of his usherettes, dressed as gypsies, tour the 
town distributing arowaways for “ The Square 


press covcrag to 


Peg." He also managed to place the children’s 
painting contest block in the local paper together 
with another contest stereo fevturing various 
Wisdom expressions 

Ihe Army once again came forward with an 
attractive foyer display, linked with recruitment 


ind on opening night were the theatre's guests. 
This time they came from the Royal Hospital, 
Chels¢ ul the Military Hospital at Woolwich. 
These boys of the old brigade appreciated the 
chance to meet some of the men and sce the 
equipment of the modern army 


The fir mphasis given by S. J. Hobart, 
Odeo: Dulwich, for the showing of “ The 
Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker” was a_ larg 


notice on the front door announcing it was in 
CinemaScope and colour, plugging the point thas 
the opposition can't offer these 

On other doors and glass panels 
story was told in snappy quotes. 

Away-from-the-theatre coverage was 
trated on specialised shops 

Some linked up with sales, others with general 
comedy tie-ups between product and film 

A contest to find the largest family in Dulwich 
gained press mention, alihough I don't think 
anyone turned up with the full quota of 17 off 
spring 

* Spontaneous Effort” reads the headline to 
a newspaper report in the Ayr Advertiser, and 
continues: “ The foyer display at the Odeon 
which has been attracting the attention of patrons 


the film’s 


concen: 


24 


of ‘The Ten Commandments ’ 


an exception to 
the usual run of cinema displays 


“For instead of being the slick product of 
the backroom boys of the film studios. it is a 
sponiancous effort on the part of three of th 
cinema staff he display which was first mooted 
by first projeetionist Jimmy Swindles akes th 
form of a big lectern bible opened at the Ten 
Commandmen nd bDehind is an exqu y 
made Celtic Cross, carved from P rspex d 
lighted from below 

*The whole disp backed by a p 
drape. It is the work of two more of the prox 
tion ro om tl John Kelly nd Angus 
McAsk 

We know that many of the boys in tt NOX 
Rive inv Jat n ) nanag ] 4 
ning and in : of displays and g J 
see one such effort ving press mention 

For th st of the campaign R. G. Honeym: in 
concentrated n \ ) press and per 

approaches to religious and educational bod 
Particular attention was paid to p niat 


Congratulations 


Roy Alexander, Odeon, Bilsion, send 


nteres p A h may b [ ? | 
futur h I nanagen I 
ment 

Th | I ) npaign 1s 
he mayor w ) n Bils j 
gratulat) him « Ippo nu. I 
gram d 1 wis! 5 ’ 
comp x d pers 


ment ay 
pap I ' d lett , 
photo ph 6 { . d 
foyer dis I way th wv fl 
ne re j id f shown d a 
busin wher of 
cinem ‘ p j 
worthy 
May |. a ) 1 my 
n 1 »D \ 
foreru im ) s of same s 
“ Around i W j a Days 
time D. L. Meyrick, Gai i Crew 
the trip. Mr. Meyrick SF ymly 
r } f veeks bef plavd 
’ \ 1 d eff 
| yf fac n 1 
j | ffo to forn 
[ r *« week I } 
‘ ‘ i . 
d 
J j lard id 
] i 1) yf r n ’ 
} td yay } 
j r with p 
\ geod ! Rolls-Roy Iped I 
Grazier, Od H » g } ! 
ng h n My 
{ The le a t of the 
puita d j , d ce again 
in 1 the shopping crowd 


Painting Soatest 


He oO pri mposite pag 
ing adv isin filn is n and p 
pa ting contest block for the youngst 
other pap 
Harry Murray, G Sheffield, h 
main wentra ’ us film ww h 
The ) j was special M 
and 4 suppicemen nages of p 
and 4 *s th 1 to yresent n d 
form Ove 4 iv t 16-nage spe 
p ed d, on , yuld form tt 1 
WANTED A PERFECT LOCA 
BACHELOR I “ he front page head 
« he Uv? a Post, which announced the 
contest » &. C, Girdler, Odeon, Uxbnd 
fo Bach ww H 
It w y tn ff the coverage, fc 
pape! kept h pressure up finalising with 
feature coverag n h meeting of tt 
* Bachelor ind the Gala Queen 


One of the best full composite pages I \ 
seen for some time was arranged by E. C. Carter. 
Gaumont, Dagenham, for “The Square Peg 


The whole page was designed as a single unit 


with the 


lisements 


partitioning for the individual adver- 
radiating from a central block that 


featured the various expressions of Norman 
Wisdom 
A fully-laid dinner table made the main 


feature of another display from Alfred Crisp, at 
Southend, for the screening of “ The Captain's 
Tab Linked to a contest to find the deliberate 
mistakes, it made an ideal focal point for the 
more direct film display mediums 

Alfred Franklin, Rialto, Liverpoo 
lent use of the eye-catching float that has been 
ouring in support of the “7th Voyage of Sin- 
bad Taking its position outside schools as the 
g the crowds gathered in no time 
and 1 presume took home the leaflets to con- 
vince their parents that it was a film they should 


made excel- 


Ss lett 


Laken lo sec 
also made a tour of the tow: 
siers gathered around 
i Around The World In 80 Days,” N, 
Wallace, Odeon, Rotherham, made the fullest use 
{ gay and attractive displays, both at the theatre 
nd in traders’ windows. A woman dressed in a 
iri gave away leaflets in the town. 


and again 


8. E. Symmons, Odeon _ Harr gi laid em- 

phasis { he screening of “ The Ten Command- 

vents’ on the show ng umes and contact with 
ducational and religious bodies 

His foyer exhibition was outstanding, contain- 


y Xampies of bibles of five centuries, and 
f setting which included items from 


theatre by 
ind for the 


The xhibits were loaned to 
ectors and the museum, 
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kind of audience this picture draws, a better dis- 
play wa not have been found. 

J. S. C, Phileox, Gaumont, Bradford, had his 
own “ Witches Corner” for publicising “ Bell, 
Book and Candle.” This included cauldron, 
mixer bowl, bottles of mystic juices, broomstick 
and the various symbols associated with this 
anciem form of showmanship. 

Bats and spiders were suspended from the ceil- 
ing and with a backcloth of spiders’ webs, the 
lady in pointed hat, black gown and broomstick, 
was ideally presented. 

S. Robdrup, Gaumont, Darlington, designed 
some good display units for the same film, Draw- 
ings of the objeets in the film title were incor- 
porated with stills. 

He alse made a display of pictures taken at the 
luncheon where he received a Showmanship 
Plaque in the recent CMA contest, and this award 
also received local press reportage. 

Another good piece of public relations was 
arranged by E. S. Goodwin, Odeon, Cleveleys. It 
was a Road Safety exhibition mounted at the 
theatre in association with the Accident Preven- 
tion Council. Good press and a steady flow of 
visitors 

A top-hatted gentleman with 
made a tour to herald 


penny-farthing 
the coming of “ Around 
The World In 80 Days » the Odeon, Gloucester. 
G. S. Lomas also had a series of well-designed 
window displays, linked with travel, flowers, 
radio and books. 

Opening night was a civic occasion and in every 
way the “selling” was up to the entertainment 
quality of the film 


The Showman Also Commends... 


Figures in parentheses indicate number of credits 


ALEXANDER, R., Odeon, Bilston: Rock-1-Bye Baby 
yr public Cinderella Top Rank Re cords (4 
Amies. A. G., Gaum Kettering: The 7ih Voyage 

5 id. B Book and Candle (2 Atkin, J. L., 


Od S The Capiain’s Tab Abbots, J. W.. 
Rega Newbury: | Was Monty Double Alien, 
S. G.. Avor ilasgow A Nig » Remembe 
Archer, F. J., Ast 1, Streatham: Operation Amsie 

T Th Capta s Table @ 

BERNARD, G., Odeon, Luton: The Inn of the Siath 
H Housebos Baxter, B. T.. Gaumont 
~ T Captain's Table, Operation Amsier 

an Bennett, G. E.. AM. Od Hanley 

I ktu. Birse, H. C.. Gaumon Perth: Man of 
, Ww Baker. D. S.. Rewa ( A B@'s 
Anniv ary Busfield. C. J.. O Whitton 

I pts Tat Beasley. E. F.. Gira Dagen 
I Many ¢ k Bint, B.. O Sale 

T Two-Headed Spy. Browne, P.. Odeon emon 
I rf Six Happines Bedford, H., Cau 
D f Ww The Squa P 2) Brom- 

ley. E ( Oldham: Ar j Ww i in 

lds 

CAMPBELL, J. G.,. R sl, Coatbridge: | Was Monty's 

D Crane, G. J.. Gaumont, Norwich Subway 
Sh The Geisha B (2). Crane. H. F.., 
Adely Birmingham ABC's 30th anniversary 
Carter, E. C.. Gaumont, Dagenhan The Last 
H th, The Root of Heaven. Charlesworth, R., 
{ wn, Birmingham: Floods of ir Cartwright, 
ce @ Oldham: The Captain's Table Calli- 
more A. L.. Broadway, Eccles Th Revenge of 
Fra Cross, P., Odeon, Sh Be hind the 
Mask Campbell, H. S.. Odeon, Norw Roots of 
Heaver Cooke, W.. Odeor K r The Las 
Hurrah, Ba r of Hea The Geisha Boy, Hous 
: Crombie, J., Palac Aberdeen’ The Inn 
Sixth Happu Cc somtent, W.. Gaumon 
Ha Tor ktu, Mar f the W 2) Cherry. 
H Pa ff The put I screet 
Clarke. D., Od B vy H P 1 
Squa P 2 Caro, S. P.. Odeon, Clac 
I Squa P Crisp, A. G., Odeon, South 
i The Ba i Trap 
DEMAEBCKER. W. D.. Mayfa Bat !: The D 
( oO head (2) Deacon. V. H.. Gau 
( y: Me and the Cok Dickinson, 
j. F. ¢ Ria Rochda Around the World in 80 
D Doran, J) W.. A’M. Ritz, | y: Public 
Davis. P.. Rega Harlow Sea f Sand 
Ba f Hear Rock-a-Bye Baby ; Date, 
A. S.. Rex, Ridd Too Much Tx Soon, A Cry 
F-or eS Ba of the VI Dene. T., 
Od Crovdor T* Cantain’s Ta Operation 
A rdam Donkin, W. T.. Ode n, Motherwel 
Bachek { Hear The Two-He Spy (2) 
EVANS. R. T.. Gaumor Shepherd Bush: Opera 
Amsterdam, The Captain's Tab 2 

FOUNTAIN, RJ... Ode Louchborough Rock-a- 
Bye Baby Frank’in, P. G., Ritz, Barnsk Pubic 
relation exhibition, Mayor's appea 3) Fray. 


R. W.. Gaumont, Hinck Bernardine, Bell, Book 
and Candle (2). Farmer, P. G.. Odeon, Sidcup: The 
Captain's Table, Bache { Hearts, children’s club 
(3). Farmer, R.. Gaumon: S:. Albans: Anna Lucasta 


Make Mine a Million, Subway in the Sky, The 
Geisha Boy (4) 


GHISLETTA, E.. Od Ww Ha Operation 
Amsterdam. Ghisletta, A.. Odeon, Penge: Operation 
Amsterdam. Grazier, T. F., Odeon, Hanley: Top 
Rank Records, theatre y (2) Gasper, K. J., 
Gaumort, Upminster: Tt sha Boy, Home Before 
Dark, Anna Lucasta ) Gawkrodger, J.. Alhambra, 
Barnsley: The Young | Goodwin, W., Odeon, 
Erith: The Capiain’s Ta George, H. E.. Palace, 
Arbroath: The Moon is Blue. Girdler, R. C.. Domi 
nion Hounslow Anna Lucasta, The Root of 


Heaven, The Last Hurrah, Operation Amsterdam 
4) Gray, A.. Ruz, Chatham: The Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness, children’s ch ABC's Wh anniversary, 
public relations (4). Greham, T. C., Odeon, Wool- 
wich: The Captain's Ta Gurr, C. W., Odeon, 
Barnet: The Last Hurr The Roots of Heaven, 
Operation Amsterdam Greenham, J... M 


Rex. Leytonstone: Home Before Dark, Love is My 


Profession (2) 


HAYCOCK, B.. Odeon, Bromiley Anna Lucasta, 
Stranger in My Arms, Mardi Gras, The Geisha Boy 
(4). Hedgson, C., Royalw, Hull: Ice Cold in Alex, 
What Lo'a Wants, Carry on Sergeant, Indiscreet, 
Wonderful Things (5). Hargrove, Mrs. E., A/M, 
Adelphi, Birmingham: What Lola Wants. Hunter. C.. 
Odeon, Warrington: Around the World in 80 Days 
Horae. H. C., Odeon, Balham: The Captain's Table 
Hodgson, P., Gaumont, Roschill: The Geisha Boy 
Hebball. H.. Odeon, St Albans: Press publicity 
Haggart, M., Capito!, Leth Timbuktu. Houlihan, 
J.. Gaumont, New Cr The 7th Voyage of Sin- 
bad, Stranger in My Arms (2) Hobart, 8. J., Odeon, 
East Dulwich: Operation Amsterdam, The Last 
Hurrah, The Captain's Table, Houseboat (4). Hewitt, 
A Odeon, Dagenham: The Geisha Boy 
Olympia, Bridgeton: Children's club 
Herold, C., Odeon Operation Amsterdam 
Herbert. E.. Gaumont, Chadwell Heath: The Cap- 
tain’s Table, The Roots of Heaven (2). Henderson, 
W.. Gaumon, Ashton-under-Lyne Strictly for 
Pleasure. Horrex, C. B., Majestic, King’s Lynn: Pub- 
lic relations. Henderson, W. S.. Rex, Motherwell 
A Cry From the Streets. Girls at Sea. Hainge, E. D.. 
Odeon, Birmingham: The Inn of the Sixth Happi- 
ness 
JONES, R.. Odeon, Bury: Around the World in 80 
Days, The Inn of the Sixth Happiness. Jones, N. L., 
A'M. Odeon, Birmingham Bachelor of Hearts 
Johnson, L. S.. Oak. Selly Oak: Bachelor of 
Hearts. Jenkins, J. R.. Odeon, Stourbridge: The 
Square Peg 
KYLE. W. G., Odeon, Bury St. Edmunds: The Inn 
of the Sixth Happiness, The Square Peg (2). Kaee, 
M., Ritz, Birmingham: What Lola Wants. Kershaw, 
L. J.. Astoria, Old Kent Road: How to Make a 
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Monsier. Kay, J., Gaumont, Streatham: Mardi Gras, 
Stranger in My Arms, Anna Lucasta, children's 
club, The Geisha Boy (5) 

LEE, J. E., Odeon, Tolworth: The Captain's Table, 
Bachelor of Hearts (2), Lucas, H., Odeon, New 
Malden: Operation Amsterdam, The Captain’s Table 


(2). Long, §., Plaza, Dudley: Girls at Sea, I Was 
Monty's Double (2). Letom, §., Carlton, Upton 
Park: | Was Monty's Double, What Lola Wants 
Girls at Sea (3). Laidlaw, B., Gaumont, Kirkcaldy 
Timbuktu, Around the World in 80 Days (2). Laing, 
W., Odeon, Aylesbury: The Captain's Table Letts, 
S. B., A/M, Regal, Colchester: Houseboat, Bachelor 
of Hearts (2). Lowe, D. P., Gaumont, Ipswich 
Bachelor of Hearts. Lockyer, G., Odeon, Stafford 


Bell, Book and Candle, The Two-Headed Spy (2) 
Lorrimer, R., Bedford, Walton, Liverpool: Sea of 
Sand. Lloyd, K, B., Gaumont, Southport: The 
Captain's Table 
MILBORROW, K., Gaumont, 


Balham: The Scream ng 
Skull, The Geisha Boy (2) 


Manhire, C., Playhouse 


Galashiels: King Creole, Virgin Island, Behind the 
Mask, Next to No Time, The Revenge of Franken 
stein (5). Marsh, W. W., Odeon, Greenwich; Anna 


Lucasta, Stranger in My Arms, Houseboa 3) 
Milae, R. L.. R/M. Odeon, Aberdeen: The Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness. Monteith, S. C., Gaumon 
Anniesiand: The Square Peg. Mitchell, A. R., Pavi- 
lion, Airdrie: Public relations. Martin, L., Gaumont 
Romford: Subway in the Sky The Geisha Boy 
Make Mine a Million, Anna Lucasta (4). Murray, 
H., Gaumont, Sheffield: The Bi Country. Moore, 
G., Gawmont, Barnsley: The Ino of the Sixth Happi- 
ness. Moar, §., Odeon, Crosby: Bachelor of Hearts 
Makin, J., Odeon, Leigh: Brute Force The Two- 
Headed Spy (2). Mills, P. J.. Gaumont, Liverpoo 
The Captain's Table. McLaughlin, T. F., Gaumont, 
Acton: Make Mine a Million 

NEGUS, R. D., Odeon, High Wycombe 
of Hearts, The Captain's Table (2) 
Ritz, Southend: Too Many Crooks 

PEARMAN, F. W., Odeon 
Poat, W. F.. Astoria, 
Power, J. G., Orient 


Bachelor 
Nimse, G. . 


Peckham: The Geisha Boy 
Brixton: The Captain's Table 
Birmingham: Girls at Sea 


Pryor, W. E., Odeon, Aberdeen: Houseb Peters, 
N., Ambassador, Slough Bachelor of Hearts Phil- 
lips, T., Gaumont, Watford: The Geisha Boy, Make 


Mine a Million (2) 

ROBERTSON, H. A.. Gaumont, Bromley: The Cap 
tain’s Table Roche. Gaumont, Eltham H 
Mardi Gras. Reed, C. H., Cinerama, Perth: Child 
ren’s club. Reberts, R. B.. Odeon, Watiord. Opera 
tion Amsterdam, The Big Country (2). Reeve, D., 


Odeon, Ilford: Press publicity Ress, I.. AM. Gau 
mont, Luton: Stranger in My Arms. The Geisha 
Boy, The Great Dictator, Anna Lucasta (4). Roberts 
C. W.. Odeon, Wrexham: Bachelor of Hearts. Rowl- 
img, E. K.. Odeon, Guildford: The Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness 

SCARLETT. A.. Gaumont, Wandsworth The Cap 
tain’s Table. Street. A. W., Odeon, Richmond: The 
Roots of Heaven. Salter, F. W.. Gaumont, Sutton 


Anna Lucasta, 
Houseboat (4) 


The Geisha Boy, Stranger 
Slatter, A. E.. Rega 


n My Arms 


wood: Mardi Gras. Slater, J. J.. Odeon 
The Geisha Boy. Stacey, H. C., Hippodrome 
ney: Bachelor of Hearts Sullivan, L. J.. Palace 


Newark: Live show, Coronation of 
(2). Saxton, W., Odeon, Chesterfield: Bachelor of 
Hearts. Shepperson, K. C., Burniey: The 
7th Voyage of Sinbad, Man of Smith, 
K.. Odeon, Scotstoun: King Creole Skinner, J. 


Pope John XXIII 


Regent, Edinburgh: Timbuktu. Stewart, P.. Odeon 
Hamilton: Me and the Colonel, Sailor Beware (2) 
Smith, A. V., Odeon, Becontree: I Only Arsked 
Home Before Dark (2) Samways, D.. Odeon 
Corby: A Cry From the Streets, Me and the Colonel 
42) Sherwood, W., Hippodrome, Colchester: The 
Geisha Boy Silander. H.,. Gaumont, Reading Anna 
Lucasta Se . E., Odeon, Romford: The Cap- 
tain’s Table, _ rat ion Amsterdam, The Roots of 


Heaven (3). Sparrow, D. G., R'M, Odeon, Bark 
ing: Operation Amsterdam, The Captain's Table (2) 
Sheppard. H_ P.. Regal, Colchester Henry V. Sed- 

» A. W., Ritz, Belfast: Public relations. Sims, V., 
Central, Kidderminster: Carry on Sergeant 


TAYLOR, G., Odeon, Acton: Operation Amsterdam 
Tapsell, D., Gaumont, Hammersmith: Operation 
Amsterdam. Tappy. C. A.. Odeon, Plymouth: Be- 
hind the Mask. Tesseyman, R.. AM. Ritz, Brad 
ford: Room at the Top, What Lola Wants (2). Thor- 
bern, W.. Cinema, Wishaw: Floods of Fear. Thorn- 
toa, P.. Gaumont, Northampton: Exhibition, The 
Captain’s Table (2) 

VERNALL, E. R., Gaumont, Barnet: Subway in the 
Sky, The Geisha Boy, Make Mine a Million, Anna 
Lucasta (4). Van-Pooss, D.. A/M, ABC, Southamp- 
ton: Public relations 

WALTON. E.. Odeon, 
dam Wright, K., 


Operation Amster- 
Deptford The Last 
South Norwood: The 
Captain's Table. Wood, D. G., Odeon, Welling 
The Captain's Table . Odeon, Nor-th- 
fields: Children’s club. The Roots “of Heaven (2) 
Ward, H., Empire, Burnley: Blitzkrieg Webley, 
N. J., Regal, Coventry: Theatre publicity. Wills, 
C. B., Odeon, Camberwell: Operation Amsterdam 
Witkins, T. B.. Odeon, Kensington: Operation Am- 
sterdam. Wallace, G., Roxy, Glasgow: Me and the 
Colonel, Bachelor of Hearts (2) 


Hounslow 
Odeon 


‘Kine.—MGM £600 Contest 


Dismal Dogs 
About Town 


FOR THE screening of “tom thumb” at the 
Savoy, Swindon, R. L. Cook and his assistant 
R. Bird arranged for members of the theatre staff 
to tour the town dressed in “Teddy Bear” and 
“Dismal Dog" costumes. These two colourful 
characters carried a banner with credits and dis- 
tributed overprinted balloons to the children. 

The local branch of Currys co-operated, 
arranging a display of toys with the film title 
prominent, The same store donated prizes for a 
painting contest. 

National tie-ups were used, linked with Tom 
Thumb cigars, Kiddicraft miniatures, records etc 
Many good window displays were secured with 
the aid of these tie-ups 

Another manager to exploit “tom thumb” was 
L. Key of the Ritz, Scunthorpe, who also made 
good use of the many national tie-ups. 


Balloons 


I'wo hundred “tom thumb” balloons were re- 
leased from the roof of the theatre. A further 
supply was distribut ed to c hildren leaving their 
schools, resulting in good publicity 

A thousand heralds were de livered through the 
medium of laundry and newspaper deliveries 

Five hundred “tom thumb” club badges were 
given away during the minors matinees at which 
the film trailer was screened 

Manager D. S. Baker and his assistant H. Jones 
conducted a search for local girl most like 
Elizabeth Taylor as part of their campaign for 
*Cat on a Hot Tin Roof ™ at the Regal, Chester 

This contest was held in conjunction with the 
River Park ballroom, the winner receiving pro 
meted prizes consisting of nylons, and other small 
items 

Miscellaneous window and foyer presentations 
were arranged. Teaser posters were distributed to 
snack bars, clubs and stores, etc., along with 25 
box-office cards 

“Dunkirk” was publicised by 
the Picture House, 
fashion. 

Well ahead of playdate, plans were made for a 
reunion of Dunkirk veterans, which brought an 
excellent response 

Many other ideas were used, including a relay 
of Sir Winston Churchill's Dunkirk speech, 
window displays of war-time photographs, front- 
of-house displays, touring stunts—using horse and 


P. J. Graves of 
Govanhill, in showmanlike 


rider, decorated cycles and sandwichboard-men 
Every effort was made to make the opening 
night a grand affair 


-— JANUARY AWARDS — 


FIRST PRIZE (‘engraved Silver Lion and £10 
plus £5 from ABC): H. E. George, Palace, Arbroath 
(* Raintree County *’) 

SECOND PRIZE (engraved Bronze Lion). DH 
Ivison, Gaumont, Stoke (‘' Raintree County "') 

SPECIALLY COMME NDED (certificates): R. | 
Cook, Savoy, Swindon (‘* Imitation General" 


Adams, Regal, Kirkcaldy (* Merry Andrew "’) 
D. D. Adams, Regal, Kirkcaldy The Brothers 
Karamazov *") Ne Tobin, Carlton, Essex Road 
(tom thumb "’ 

HIGHLY ere wr (certificates): W J 
Key, Olympia, rdiff (‘tom thumb"). I P 
Ward, Regal, lt iche\dee (‘tom thumb "’). R 


Cook, Savoy, Swindon (‘Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof "') A. S. Dale, Rex. Riddrie (‘* Merry 
Andrew"). P. H. Gaston, Ritz, Keighley (‘* The 
Proud Rebel *’) A. P. C. Bridger, Ritz 
stone (‘tom thumb f 
Scunthorpe (‘Cat on a Mo: Tin Roof **) RK 


Healey, Regal, Wakefield (‘tom thumb"). L. J 
Brown, Rex, Leytonstone (‘‘ tom thumb"). H. J 
Bolton, Palace, Etham (‘‘tom thumb"). C. A 
Paice, A/M, Ritz, Woking (‘‘ tom thumb "’). B.S 
Tooke, A/M, Regent, Great Yarmouth (‘* The 


Reluctant Debutame *") 


MANAGEMENT 


Plain Words 
From Wales 


‘PLAIN WORDS about our 
Plain Small Shot in it” was 
article sent us by E. G. Pettet, 
theatre in Bangor, North Wales 


indusiry from a 
the heading to an 
who runs a small 


One may disagree with some of the points he 
makes, but it is refreshing that he has had the 
interest to make them, for with more such 
* personal ”’ conce he industry would not 
have reached the stage where such matters neec 
consideration. 

_ Starting with a confirmation that we need to 
fight and not to consolidate and b fend, he goes 
on: “ What sort of lead are we getting from the 


heads of the industry What comes through to 


me in my humble capacity is much fike what 
percolates in the political field from Westminster 
-pious bromides and well-wishery, amid dis- 


united sectional demands and moan 

This kind of comment has been 
many Managerial letters, 
control may decide, they cannot gain complete 
effect to unless they take along with 
them the managers and the smaller exhibitors 

Mr. Pettet continues—first with the confirma- 
tion that the immediate field of attack is within 
the industry itself and, provided this is achieved 
to the next step—** Now what is the first ob 
tive? In my view, apart from the desirability 
of operating the business freed from the burd 
of entertainments tax, which dvesn’t soly 
real problem at all, we must ny re our first \ 
in the direction of Fleet Strec 

He then compares the amount of press 
age given to television and other entertainm: 
with that now received by films 


Highest Grade 


“The trade has largely 
of press coverage lying down. A press and 
public relations officer of the highest grade for 
the combined trade is a must 

He rightly 
indeed taken 


the basis of 
ind whatever those in 


taken this departure 


that this loss of space had 


ind where we pay for our 


amusement guide, television have it handed to 
them on a plate, with the added recommenda- 
tions provid . by the daily and nightly “ critics 
whose comments can do no harm to the 


programmes! 

“It is, in my view, almost 
industry has hitherto been so apathetic on the 
press and public relations side. Every cinema 
manager knows, or should, that the press, in 
his case the local press, is still the most import- 
ant item of his advertising media 

He then goes on to itemise the other fields in 
the stable advertising campaign, the cosmetic 
tie-ups, the stockings, soaps, lipsticks, and the 
dozen and one other items wnconnected with the 
film, and stresses the importance of improving 
those for books, records, magazines, and any 
other dire film-selling media 

These are points that I fully endorse, and 
would welcome his next suggesuon that instead 
of the dozen and one small and ineffective win 
dow displa s On products from baby foods to 
hot water bottles, we should have one or two 
full windows linked direct with the film 

He continues: “I must say that the powers 
that be in the industry do not display an obvious 
awareness of the simple facts, or if they do, it 
is only when talking to each other in private. 
Tactics by the industry's organisations are not 


1 scandal that the 


changing fast enough to keep pace with the 
— n public habits. An overall strategy 
seems quite absent 
“Mostly we get from those at the top a mix- 


ture of disquiet, frustration and resentment at 
the way things are going, or, on the other hand, 
unwarrantable optimism—if only the tax comes 
off and the film quality keeps up! 
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TELEVISION OUTLOOK by Tony Gruner MANCHESTER CEA 
—continued 


A Word Of Warning To Would-Be °°. 0's, % scx, 
Producers Of 39-Film Series 


considered that 
n the case of 
the Tatler News 


which were 
hime interest 
the programme 
FOR WOULD-BI vision pro- | zg W W 3. but even this is | statior ind also by the arrival of suitable for 
du out to embark « ; problen : Ampex 
of 39 ! word of warning Said fo Tims chang [his also means that producers and aa ch was asked consider 
Late ports from New York sug d 1 o wo d thing. It | advertisers will require more music. | W>¢ther the time had come to app.y tor 
y few \ can ‘ doo » producers with | Two men hoping to take advantage ~ msg er = scien penn ger 
: he market for a comm : d who prepared | of th necreased demand for music { age could be admitted ee 
expensive a ‘ ) ‘ k seric y ae ve medium | are George Clouston, leading dance- R ; jl. D ; a 
‘ ch = greater | band leader for ITV, and Eric Robin- S Casitas anak’ Mametnatal’ Ween 
There a crying need for mo freedom to think up projects. | son, music director of BBC television Seeeeee ay oe eee Eee 
: ’ \ . evi heatres, wrote 1 am of the opinion 
flexibuli nh prog . sched v I d which scem a The company, Tele-Productions | that it is most essential to cultivate the 
nthe S I viOoWw Was pu Ivanced for viewers in | Limited, which has been going | cimemagoing habit in the younger genera- 
me th week b nport US g of S9 may turn out to! steadily for the last few years, has | “on who are exposed to far greater 
xecutive ju med from d ) wh ponsors want in | already cornered a considerable | 4#8**s rv than they are ever likely 
sions with his head offic of 1960 amount of jingle writing as well as oh ms Loe ee eee 
Said h The sponsors tod providing music for various TV films 5 a 
prel © dack |! x pisod ol a a 5 being made over here Th : — 1 that 
i Ss “ 1¢ POSS y of : : Morcover, CBS uses them almost _ < ie og pee 3 
‘ c dom ~ : : ote ddressed o all leenis » Ci cara iine che anes > nh respec © particular cinema 
exciu prov gM spening . 
lerw ’ } "! dustry intend- | and closing music for their many J. A. W The pattern is chang- 
( ke of { in W d the Cannes Film Festivs U.S show. The music is recorded | & Yo San se worse things on ae” 
t dul : : nding represent in London by Clouston with full | might be that the “‘Suthositiee on uld con- 
I ponsors and no é orchestra and then taped and flown | sider reducing ge limit from 16 years 
works whe callin I 1 Rediffusion’s executive | out to New York or Hollywood to 14 yea 
I l R Dicks, 1s 4 pt sen Now these two boys are discussing It was i 
Pp , ‘ ‘ pro M =| with the major American network, | the matter for a m 
N CBS i NBC, w ‘ e-( on Cannes plans to build the most modern tape- { agenda f ex 
i : festival & | recording studio and library in Lon- | ™ttee 
1 « } i —_ ’ w Pus | don The deal will be on a co- Speakman Presentation Fund.—The 
c j i * “ I ; Mi scrip partnership basis. CBS will probably comumitt agree 1 send a d t t 
now | ' ui . >. Ww 'S | provide the major proportion of the | the North-Western branch J 
Macdonald H , I “J money and George and Eric will look speakme _ o 
‘ prod on week M » to fier the day-to-day activities of the CEA finances.—In discussion on CEA 
A B c ) vet | k M f studio : finances was generally agreed that bi- 
g f Orci yrod ) vf Dicks to monthly ectings of f council 
, . leg ‘ n ck of whip would b m H if was of the 
ean . Problem fo opinion members should have in- 
; ' ; hese forma {f head ffiee expenses and 
a \ “ y " OLDHAM GETS NEW whether c rmes had been made in 
Main Point ’ ¥ view oF ITOT memodershuip 
! . SUNDAY DEAL fs snd Tareas Soe fe 
I 4 ow uu } . facts figures 
( in who 
2 = & : » Co-Op OLDHAM watch committee has es . ‘gr bc a sg 4 re mg 
. , . Dick decided to reduce the Sunday opening | of ARC = ached bum for his op i 
: " charity contribution to a_ farthing | on the Manchester licence conditions 
d f our objec per seat of the total seating capacity rtain T ch whe 
ge of th for cach Sunday ¢ wished ons tt 
’ drum f ‘ This decision follows represenia- | ™?*_‘ h 4 Ph cn 
i d | should be glad if | tions by local exhibitors. Hitherto the | aco re ne wee a beady Page 
: f trade who | contribution has been £1 per Sunday | the ayer Sor tie Wiel anatase eal to 
ry at ale » ( would ring me opening for cinemas with less than otify the major circuit representatives in 
f t Hol? SKN SO x s, t2 for cinemas seating S50 | advance tha v subject would be dis- 
hs i fo ! |} to IS rd £3 for cinemas with over | cussed 
: - 1500 seats 
: & * ” The imounts navable by the 
ee a various cinemas ba a basis of a LATE EXTRAS 
a ’ IDENLY waking farthing per seat are:- ABC (1459 
: nd more |seats) £1 10s Casino (744) 1Ss. | Thursday, April 23. 
rfl : ob " t of filmed and | Empire (1492) £1 Ils Gaumont | _, 2.30 p.m., Renown Theatre.—** Wales,” 
‘ 9 This m way from |(1842) £1 18s Grosvenor (1050) Cowboy Needs a Horse.’ i Alaskan 
‘ . \ d d t King’s (1569) £1 13s.: Odeon | Sled Doz Cow Dog, Wetback 
d \ . ; 7 Hound (Walt Disney Prods.) 
wishout | (1 | 16s. ; Queen's (1047) £1 2s Friday, April 24. 
m " i ee aati d . d butors | Roxy (1402) £1 9s.: Savoy (725) 15s.; 10.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m.. Own. -* It 
; \ ' oe me . n t r f these new ' Victory (614) 13s Happened to Jane" (Columbia) 
I d fc 


cogetemseec Mts LONDON AND PROVINCIAL TRADE SCREENINGS 


“ LONDON 
I Vv ie . M \ 2 0.30 Hammer Spoilers of the Forest; one short Eros Rod Cameron U 
~ a, " . ' ) La Continenta La Amiche Gala Eleanora Ross AN 
“ Drago 
| 8 10.30 ¢ iloid Manhandled ; one short Anglo Donald Woods U 
Difficulty Amalgamated 
28 >30 Hamme Sa s Satellite : one short Eros Judd Holdren 
In yords, unless the series | W y 1.30 Hammer Missile Monsters : one short Eros Walter Reed 
d co s of t 9 0.30 Ov The Mating Game MGM Debbie Reynolds l 
: , n < p nere 1S & 2.30 
hound to be difficu 1 selling a ) 130 Ow Frontier Rangers MGM Keith Larson | 
r k of 39 prog eS &7w 
' Already at - wo pilots com- ( 0.30 Own Ten Days to Tulara United Artists Sterling Hayden A 
pleted o e basis of this type of 10.30 Own Two shorts a 20th Century- U 
a will me rT = ec ght of day Fox 
ar ) half-hour serics. They may |! Ma 0.30 Warner The Rat Race Warner Paul Newman A 
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| CLASSIFIED Urgently Wanted CINEMA FOR SALE 
| ADVERTISEMENT RATES — AS # going concern velop 


ema 1X ¢ ) seats i 
| CINEMAS cn Ciciacipe, hain'S 
' ; 


S ‘y ) ‘ Als 
SITUATIONS VACANT 9d. per word - ; 


“ tw-hou aliv hea 


SITUATIONS WANTED . 44... with LARGE CAPACITIES in mprises valuable freehold (s4 
1/- : 


g F I 
FINANCIAL , 


oo eo ark 4 £s) Bad Dd 
FOR SALE & WANTED. I/- PROMINENT POSITIONS 


Conitanerweraare teresa | CURE TANTIAL CASH FUNDS AVAILABLE LOOK TO 
ga cutie recente at 
sian en ot ign ts THE FUTURE 


96-98, LONG ACRE, LONDON, W.C.2 VALUERS FOR THEATRES & TO THE CINEMATOGRAPH INDUSTRY 


with the best 
Telephone : TEMple Bar 2468, Ext. 271 


FRAMES AND PUBLICITY 
Picase note that we cannot be COMBINED SERVICE 


held responsible for any mis- 


93 & 95 Wardour Street, London, W.1. GERrard 2504 (7 lines) 


takes arising from advertise- SITUATIONS WANTED FOR SALE CLASSIC DISPLAYS LTD., 
ments accepted over the Beno fequires p i4 305-7 Upper Street. London. W.1 
telephone. y ‘¢ [ lon nf tu ) TRAC,ACINI I Y ’ a ; 
Midlands preferred > anvwher ‘ CANonbury 9401-2 
SITUATIONS VACANT stograph Week " Batley, ¥ 


| GAUMONT BRITISH 
FXPERIENCED Manager - Operator HIRE 
cured | Dosset, — Mawett Cinemas, | FIRE Pumps and Equinment fa - 35mm PORTABLE SOUND 


MANAGSR OPERATORS S omn King ‘ P Ka Waxlow | 

Ss ium , eers required for New or Rebuilt Models available Series 
LU K. and ov M t r Wr 5 or 4. We have a large stock of these 
‘ ju f $ wie r popular sound projectors new in makers 
jus Per M ger Arr cases or rebuilt models with full after 
kK na Corp Dover * sales service to purchasers Sparer 
Wi! 


° e available from stock Spools. Film 
Save yourself endless time and trouble in the day- Storage Bins. Projector Stands. Lamos 


Film Splicers £9. Premier Junior Film 


PX Da 7 & a : - ~ 4 4 ° Menders £3. Rewinders £4 pair. 35mm 
Full details in, confidence to P.. B to-day running of your business by ordering now pwr 


Horizontal Rewinders. new 
2.000ft. £10 per pair. Other accessories 
sVailable 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCII THE 1958 EDITION OF HARRINGAY PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES 


ni KINEMATOGRAPH YEAR BOOK — 


Ese rice a FOSTERS 


Bri p sraniners THE ONLY COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE BRITISH FILM INDUSTRY (CURTAINS) LIMITED 


_ | Soke eeredter ni inete ae aid a ee OF NOTTINGHAM 
Stiniewen vate of wav Sis. Gf. for 2 trade consultant covering the whole of the film industry 


’) Ie oO 


® should be made on forms to. ty ORDER w FOR CINEMA 

minty Mal Sts be ise Maye 1089, | i hj| DECORATIONS 

BEC requires Assistant Film Editor THE PUBLISHER AND CURTAINS 
Cardiff’ Applicants sh { ve prot KINEMATOGRAPH WEEKLY, 6 Catherine St., W.C.2 

tditing General knowledge of fim cuttin wai scale cata ciemee ae ene 375. WESTDALE LANE WEST 

pr fe “§ o re : gatve iad. po TELEPHONE 6I047Norry  't!> * adn : 


BARGAIN of the WEEK 


essed envelop 1 quoting 
refer e G.1090 KW uld reac REBUILT PROJECTOR EQUIPMENT Littl Briton “ Hydraulic door closers, ex- 
App m Othe Br casting cellent condition, £2 5s. cach. Carr. paid. 
H el 1 Wolo w five d an d E N G | a £ £ a 4 T 0 T H € T RAD & Py rene Carbon tetrachloride fire extinguishers, 


medium size, good order £2 cach. Carr. paid. 
RELIABLE SECOND AND THIRD 


CrER ATOR. (ghtRMANENCY. | FIV GEORGE PALMER (Prop Frederick C Palmer Lid CH. ay, rand gros vane within 1 
YA oO P TOP " ¥P 4 - ¢ J vs of rece 

PAID APPLY ours ML + brig 89 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, W.1 , GERrard 4796 and 6143 SANKEY, PICTUREDROME, ATHERSTONE, WARKS 
PALMERS GREEN. (PAI 0x6 Tel, : Atherstone 3210/3202 


VALUERS 22 KING STREET 
to the 


2 GODDARD & SMITH sits. 


WHI. 2721 (20 lines) 


YOU WON'T FORGE! 2 AWS Ae 


Mn. 


HUNGARY Sremennal . at the 


Cannes International Film Festival, 195 
» ™ 
» 6S 


starring MARI TOROCSIMK and dire@ed by ZOLTAN FABRI 
“Director of MERRY-GO-ROUND) 


» ™ 


ae 


